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ggrn CONGRESS, Ist Session. 
: stion, for it was one of vast import- 

o tn the Republic. It involved the aden 

- her this should be a Government of slavery 

—_ liberty. He would repeat, also, what he 

pid heretofore frequently said, that slavery was 
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ose 
«attempted to be arrested in this case were men, | 


and he who interfered with them did so at his own 
peril. The Government lent him no shield, and 
he trusted it never would afford assistance to any | 
individual in his attempt to control the locomo- | 


a local institution, unknown beyond the jurisdic- | tion of his fellow-citizens. j 


tion by which it was created. Slavery in Vir- | 


Mr. PETTIT thought that, as there was no | 


inia was confined aeenely and definitely tothe | necessity for requesting the President of the Uni- | 


territory of that State; an 


was taken by his master beyond the boundaries || treaty, there was still less necessity for printing | 
| the message. He was of opinion that there was | 
| no just cause of complaint against the British | 
| Government for not surrendering the fugitives 


. tate, he was a slave no longer. 
on SELLET rose to a question of order. He 
insisted that the gentleman from Ohio had no 
‘sht to inflict on the House abolition speech af- 
* abolition speech. The gentleman had had his 


| was not sufficient, according to English laws, to 


day, and now he was out of order in inflicting | 


these remarks on the House. 

The SPEAKER said he felt difficulty in de- 
ciding how far the gentleman should go, the com- 
munication not having been read. 

Mr. DELLET remarked that that was suffi- 


Ohio was out of order, 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ohio 


tion itself, for aught that was known. It was 
impossible for the Chair to say whether the gen- 
tleman was in order or not, unless the document 
were read. Jt had neither been read nor printed. | 
Mr. DELLET took an appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Chair, by which the gentleman from | 
Ohio was allowed to proceed. 


| this article of the treaty, considering it the most 
| valuable article in it, and by virtue of which we 


| nals, such as those who had heretofore, by fleeing 
| to foreign countries, set the justice of the country | 
cient to show at once that the gentleman from || at defiance. He regretted that such a provision | 
|| Was not in force some years since, when certain 
| great plunderers of the Treasury, to the amount 
might be discussing questions in the communica- || of millions, fled into England, and thus escaped 


| 


| 


the moment a slave ted States to annul the tenth article of the British | 


referred to in the message, because the evidence 


warrant it. He objected strongly to annulling | 


should be hereafter able to reclaim many crimi- 


not annul this article of the treaty tll Engiand | 
herself violated it. 


Mr. ADAMS made some remarks, the first | 





| part of which were not distinctly heard; but in | 


conclusion he deprecated these appeals to the 
passions and prejudices of the country, which he 


Mr. GIDDINGS hoped the gentleman from || said were so continually made for the purpose of | 


Alavama would withdraw his appeal. 

Mr. DELLET replied that he would not with- 
draw it, if he could make it stick. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question on | 
the appeal. dst; 

Mr. PAYNE inquired whether it would be in 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. CAMPBELL suggested that, the docu- | 
ments not having been read, the gentleman from 
Ohio was out of order in debating the subject. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested another point— | 
that the documents having been referred toa com- | 
mittee, were notin possession of the House, and | 
could not, therefore, be debated. 

Thé reading of the documents was then called 


for. 

Mr. REDING inquired if it would be in order 
to withdraw the motion to print? 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he had not yielded the 
floor; aad he contended that no call for the read- | 


. nm aphempeaiaame dimamasaaaediaetattaiieadias 1 pensioners of the United States for the year 1844, 


order. 

Mr. WELLER said he believed he had aright, | 
asthe decision of the House was demanded, to 
call for the reading of Mhe documents, to enable 
him to come to.a correct decision. 


The SPEAKER sustained the right of the gen- || 


tleman to call for the reading of the documents; 
and they were accordingly read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER then remarked that he did not | 
think, upon the question before the House, the | 
gentleman had any right to go into a discussion | 
of the subject of slavery. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he would pass over, then, 
all allusion to that subject, and confine himself to 
areply to the observations of the gentleman from | 
Florida, He did not intend to wander from the | 
subject before the House. The report was in re- 
gard to the surrender of persons claimed as having 


committed crimes; and it was upon the point as || 


to identifying those persons that he took issue | 
with the gentleman. 

Mr. TUCKER rose to a question of order. 
The question was upona motion to print, and not 
upon the propriety or impropriety of surrender- 


oe. 
r. GIDDINGS said he hoped the gentleman 
Would not be more captious with him than with 
others. The gentleman from Florida had ex- 
famed his views, and he claimed the same right. 
€ contended that, when it was attempted to ar- 
rest individuals without legal warrant, they were 
at liberty to defend themselves. The individuals 











° : : | 
| two countries? No man, if asked the question, | 
order to call for the reading of the documents? || 


|| England; and yet a course of remarks was in- 


| ous passions. Here was the question of runaway 
|| Slaves taken up: and connect it with the question 


|| the amendment, providing that no officer of the 


|| getting up an excitement against England. He 
| had witnessed, with much pain, the same thing | 


in England for the purpose of producing ill feel- | 
ings against the country. What, he asked, would | 
be the consequences of a collision between the | 


would avow his determination to go to war with 


duiged in, calculated to stir up the most rancor- | 


of Oregon, and then with the glorious question 
of the annexation of Texas, and what was to be 
the result? 

Mr. WELLER here moved the previous ques- 
tion; which being seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered, it was put, and decided in the affirm- | 
ative. 

PENSIONS. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the bill making | 


appropriations for the revolutionary and other | 


on which the previous question had been moved, | 
was taken up. 
Mr. HAMLIN withdrew his call for the pre- | 
vious question, being satisfied, as he said, that | 
the bill ought not to pass without amendment. 
The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 


Army or Navy, while receiving pay as such, shall 
draw a pension. 
_ Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous ques- 
tion. 
The SPEAKER put the question on second- | 
ing the demand for the previous question; and | 
fifty-eight voted in the affirmative. 
Mr. McKAY called for tellers; and Messrs. | 
Jenks and Tucker were appointed; and, having | 
taken the vote, they reported—ayes 70, noes 50. 
So there was a second. 
The main question was ordered to be put; the | 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole was | 
concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be en- 





| grossed for a third reading ‘* now.’’ 


The bill was read the third time; and the ques- 
tion recurred on its passage. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, moved to recom- | 
mit the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
with instructions to strike out the following pro- 
viso: 


That no pension shall hereafter commence before the day | 


on which the application of the person claiming it shall | 





have been filed with the commissioner. 


He said if gentlemen wanted to change the pen- 
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sion laws, let them do it by bill; let the subject go 
before the appropriate committee, and then let 
the judgment of the House be passed upon it, as 
one of the laws of the land; and not stick it on @ 
bill for the appropriation of money. 

If we were commencing a system of pensions, 
this would be right; but in this case we are dis- 
criminating upon the most worthy class of pen- 
sioners. All the pension laws heretofore passed, 
with but one exception, have fixed a time at 
which all those who come under it shall com- 
mence drawing their pensions. The pension act 
of 1832, the acts granting pensions to widows, of 
1836 and 1838, all fix a date at which the pen- 
sions shall commence. Now, you propose to 
say that no pensioner shall receive any mone 


| that hereafter applies, only from the date of his 


application. More than nine tenths who have 


| obtained their pensions have drawn back from 


the time that the law fixed for the commencement 
of pensions, and those who have been supported 
by friends and relatives—those who have not 
asked for the munificence of their Government— 
some in the decline of life, the more needy, are 


|| to be denied this right, which you have hereto- 
|| the punishment due to their crimes. He would | 


fore given to the active, and no doubt the least 
worthy. He said he felt anxious that the pro- 
viso in the bill should be stricken out. 

_ Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. VINTON moved an adjournment. 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays; and 
being ordered, they resulted—yeas 79, nays 80, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Messrs. Wintnropand Tucker were appointed 
tellers on the question of seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and they reported— 
ayes 64, noes 53. 

So there was a second, 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
which was on the passage of the bill, (the pre- 
vious question cutting off the motion to recom- 
mit;) and the bill was passed. 


EMPLOYMENT OF FOLDERS. 


Mr. JAMESON said there were fifty thousand 
documents in the folding-room, which were aceu- 
mulating there in consequence of a deficiency of 
persons employed in that department; he wished, 
therefore, to introduce a resolution to authorize 
the superintendent of that room to employ four 
assistants at a compensation of two dollars per 
diem. 

There were objections made in different parts 
of the House. 

Mr. WELLER moved a suspension of the 
rules for its introduction. 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
was introduced, 


Mr. C. JOHNSON suggested that it should be 


|| limited to the present session of Congress; and it 


was so modified. ; 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question; 
having amended the resolution, on the suggestion 
of Mr. Dromcoote, by substituting ‘* Doorkeep- 
er’’ for superintendent. 

The question was then propounded on seeond- 
ing the demand for the previous question; but, 

On motion of Mr. DICKEY, the House ad- 
journed. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them ; 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: Petitions of numerous citizens 
of the States of Kentucky and Illinois, praying Congress to 
establish a two-horse post-coach from Paducah, in the first 
named State, via Metropolis City, in Monroe, Vienna, in 
Johnson, and Frankfort, in Franklin counties, to Mount 
Vernon, in Jefferson county, in said last named State; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from the citizens of Pope and Monroe 
counties, praying Congress to establish a post route from 
Golconda to Metropolis City, in the State of Iiinois; whieh 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads. 

By Mr. C. M. REED: The memorial of John L. Kim- 
beriy and seventy- nine = ship-owners = area. 
merchants, of the city u ying 
merce, shipping, and navigation ot the lakes, from Lake 
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Ontario to Lake Michigan, be placed ander and regulated || franking privilege, and the reduction of postage; which 


by the maritime law of the United States. 

Alxo, the poution of C. A. Derickson and seventy eight 
cityzeus Of Meadville, asking Congress to extend the ua- 
tiowal road from some pong at the base of Laurel Hill to 
the city of Pittsburg, and trom thence, by Meadville, to the 
harbor at Erie 

By Mr. BURKE: The petition of Charles Wilkes and 
Others, praying tor remuneration for losses sustained by the 
officers and crew of the United States ship Peacock, 
wrecked at the mouth of the Columbia river, in the service 
of the exploring expedition. 

By Mr. BOYD: ‘Iwo petitions for the establishment ofa 
two horse line of post coaches from Paducah, Kentucky, 
to Mount Vernon, llinois. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Lieutenant James 
Glynn, for an appropriation to defray the expenses of cer 
Ulin Coast surveys therein mentioned ; Which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. DROMGOOLE: The petition of Samuel Jones, 
heretofore presented; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of Willys Peck and 
seventy-one others, citizens of the ninth congressional dis- 
trict of the State of Indiana, praying an amendment of the 
Constitution, so that the third clause of the second section 
of the first article shall read in the following words: “ Rep- 
resentatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several States, which are or may be included within this 


Union, according to their respective numbers of free per- | 


sons, including Indians not taxed.” 


By Mr. GREEN, of New York: The petition of one hun- | 


dred and fifty-eight ciuzens of the county of Wayne, New 
York, asking for a reduction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. A. V. BROWN: The petition of the assignees of 
Williamson Smith, praying indemnity under a certain con 
tract for the removal of the Cherokee Ludians; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the pettion of Turner Chamblin, of Tennessee, 
praying compensation for a horse, turned over to the United 
Statex, and the loss of equipage in the Florida campaign; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HUGHES: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Daviess and Clinton counties, Missouri, asking Congress to 
allow Levi Baldock additional compensation for carrying 
the mail from Gallatin, in Daviess county, to Sandville, in 
Clinton county. 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of Thomas J. Wileox 
and forty five other persons, residents of Rockland county, 
New York, asking Congress to amend the present natural- 
ization laws, and prohibit the admission of paupers or con- 
victs into the United States, trom any foreign country 
whatever; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. STILES: The memorial of the Savannah Cham- 
ber of Commerce, praying a reduction of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of Laban Hoskins and 
others, of Cayuga county, New York, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage, and for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. SMITH, of New York: The petition of George 
W.. Wright, and sixty others, citizens of Genesee county, 
New York, praying fora reduction of postage and abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BOS#@LEK: The petition of Alfred Flournoy and 
one Lundred and twenty five others, ciuzens of the parish 
of Caddo, Louisiana, praying for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of one hundred and sixty citizens of the 
parishes of Ouachita and Union, Louisiana, and of Union 
county, in Arkansas, praying for the establisiiment of a 
mail route from Monroe, Louisiana, by Jonesborough, in 
Union parish, thence to the court-house, in Union county, 
in Arkansas; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of Richard 
Merrill and twenty two others, citizens of Knox county, 
Tndiana, asking a donation of jand to edimplete the Wabash 
and Erie canal to the Ohio river. 

Also, the petition of Allred Davis and forty-eight others, 
citizens of Davies county, Indiana, praying the same ob- 

ect. 

Also, the petition of William Bradford and one hundred 
and six others, citizens. of Davies county, Indiaua, asking 
the same object. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Harbin and ninety-two others, 
citizens of Knox county, Indiana, asking the same object. 

By Mr. BUF FINGTON: The petition of M. FP. White 
and one hundred and two others, citizens of Butler county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for the construction of a national 
macadamized road from the Cumberland road, by way of 
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was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a petition from the Mayor and citizens of Chicago, 
for a mail route from Chicago to Grand Detour, via Bab- 
cock’s Grove, St. Charles, Sycamore, and Coltonville; 
which was referred to the Commitice on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also. additional papers in the case of the widow of Wil- 
liam Billsiand, ef Will county, applying tor a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


By Mr. POTTER, of Ohio: The petition of sundry citi- | 


zeus of Ohio, praving the establishment of a post route from 


Miumee city, Ohio, to White Pigeon. Michigan ; which*| 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
toads. 

By Mr. RITTER: Two memorials. asking that such 
alterations may be made in the law requiring coasting 
licenses as may exempt from its operation all canal boats 
employed in the domestic coal trade, which are dependent 
upon the application of the external power of animals or 


steam to propel them ; which was referred to the Commit- | 


| tee on Commerce. 


By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of inhabitants of 
Onondaga county, New York, asking for a mail route to be 


| established from Baldwinsville, in the county of Onondaga, 


to Wolcott, Wayne county, New York. 

By Mr. MeCLELLAND: The elaim of Catharine Knaggs, 
of Monroe, Michigan, for payment of damages sustained 
during the last war. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Adrian, Michigan, for a 
reduction of postage. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of D. How- 
ell and two hundred and eighty-eight others, inhabitants of 
Winnebago county, State of [linois, asking Congress for 
an appropriation for a harbor at the town of Southport, Ra- 
cine county, in the Territory of Wisconsin; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of seventy-six citizens of the Territory 
of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an appropriation for a 
harbor at the town of Manitowoc, on the western shore of 


| Lake Michigan, in said Territory; which was referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of John Scott, of De 
Witt county, Illinois, praying compensation for a horse lost 
in the revolutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of John McKeen and 


| Others, of Brunswick, Maine, for indemnity for French 
| spoliations prior to 1800. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, March 6, 1844. 


Mr. SEMPLE presented a petition signed by 
one hundred and thirty-five citizens of Alton and 


vicinity, praying for an appropriation for the ex- | 


| tension of the Cumberland road to Alton, on the 


Mississippiriver; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from | 


Seth M, Leavenworth, praying the payment of a 


balance due to him asa contractor for carrying | 
the mail; which was referred to the Committee | 


| on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Also, a petition from upwards of five thousand 


| citizens of the States of Indiana and Ohio, asking 


for an additional grant of land for the completion 
of the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 


| Lands. 


| of a mail-route from Newburg to Jasper, in Mich- | 


Mr. PORTER presented a petition from citi- 


zens of Jasper county, praying the establishment | 


igan; which was referred to the Committee on the 


| Post Of{ce and Post Roads. 


the arsenals of Pittsburg and Meadville, to the harbor of | 


Erie. 

Also, the petition of Mathias Syphur and one hundred 
and twenty-three others, of the same county, Of similar im- 
ort 
Also, the petition of Thomas Boyle and eighty others, 
citizens of Indiana and other counties, Pennsylvania, pray 
ing that there may be no reduction of the duty on sait. 

By Mr. HUNT, of New York: The petition of citizens 
of Cooheoss New York, for the improvement of Olcott 
harbor. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The petition of Isaac H. 
Delong and forty others, citizens of Ohio, for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Morristown, in the county of 
Belmont, to Loweil, in the county of Washington, in said 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office, and Post Roads. 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: A memorial, signed 
by several hundred cttizens of Philadelphia, in favor of cer- 
tain improvements m the patent laws, and of increasing 
the facilitie. of the Patent Office. 

Also, the petiuen of Mr. Wallace, asking Congress to 
purehase copies of Gordon's digest of the Revenue Laws. 

By Me. WENTWORTH: The petition of sundry citizens 


of Du Rage county, [iiuois, praying for the abolition of the » 


Mr. PHELPS presented resolutions adopted 
by the Legislature of. Vermont, declaring that the 


annexation of Texas to the Federal Union would | 


be unconstitutional, and dangerous to the stabil- 
ity of the Union itself, and-instructing the Sena- 


_ tors and requesting the Representatives from that 


State to vote against any such measure; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Also, seven other resolutions of the Legislature 
of that State, in favor of the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbiaand Territories of the 


| United States, and declaring that slavery ought 


to be abolished in the States composing the Union, 


| by proper means, &c. 


Mr. P. moved that these resolutions be also | 


received. 


The question of reception was, on motion, laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CRIU'TENDEN presented two memorials; 
one of which was signed by almost every member 
of the Kentucky Legislature, praying that Con- 
gress will grant to the State of Indiana the lands 
remaining unsold in the Vincennes district, to 
complete the great canal (the Wabash and Erie) 
by which it is proposed to open a direct commu- 
nication between 
Mr. C. said it was deemed to be a work of great 
national importance, in which not ouly the States 
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ake Erie and the Ohio river. ||" 
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ii'i March 6, 
of the West, 
terested. 
The memorials were referred to the Commit: 
| on Public Lands, now having charge — 
ject. 
Mr. ARCHER presented a petition signeg } 
a large number of persons in Cumberland coun. 
Virginia, asking Congress to make provision, 
law, for pensioning the widows and childre, ,» 
those officers, seamen, and marines who perished 
on board of the United States schooner Grampy.. 
which was referred to the Committee on Nay,: 
Affairs. ak 
Also, the petition of Dr. J. T. Caldwell, pray 
ing indemnity for losses sustained in consequenes 
of a change made by the Post Office Departmen, 
| in his contract for carrying the mail; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
|| _Also, the petition of the legal representatives 
of Thomas G. Peachy, praying indemnity fo, 
} 
| 
| 
' 


but all the States, are materially a, 


of the sub. 


v 


property destroyed by the enemy during the 
revolutionary war; which was referred to ths 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial from th 
| Chamber of Commerce of the city of Savannah, 
Georgia, in favor of a reduction of the rates 7 
| postage, and their modification t@ the Federal 
| coin, and a restriction of the franking privilege. 
| which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
| er a bill on the subject having been reported 
'| by the Committee on the Pust Office and Pog, 
| Roads. 
|| Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
‘| Rhodes Thompson, a soldier of the Revolution, 
| praying compensation, by way of a pension, for 
|| his services; which was referred to the Commit. 
_ tee on Pensions. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN presented resolutions 
| adopted by the Legislature of Kentucky, express- 
ing the opinion that the rates of postage were too 

high, and should be reduced; which was ordered 


from the files) of William McPherson for a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, with several amendments, the bill 
from the House, making appropriation for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
department, and for the fulfillment of treaty stip- 
ulations with the Indian tribes, for the fiscal year 
|| commencing on the Ist of July, 1844, and ending 
on the 30th of June, 1845. The amendments were 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of James Low; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


REPORT OF CAPTAIN CRAM. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
| Senate a message from the President of the United 
|| States, transmitting, in compliance with a reso- 
'| lution of the Senate, the report of Captain Cram, 
of the survey of the harbor of St. Louis; which 
|| was ordered to lie on the table. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. ARCHER submitted the following res0- 


| lution; which lies one day on the table: 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 


|| to inquire into the expediency of transferring from the State 

| tothe War Department such of the papers purcliased 0! 
Washington’s heirs as constitute evidence of the service 
upon which claims to pensions are adjusted. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following 
resolution; which lies one day under the rule: 
Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the Sen 
ate, extra copies of the House document No. 296, third 
| session Twenty-Seventh Congress, (Mr. W. C. Jolinson’s 
| report.) 
|| Mr. SEMPLE submitted the following resolu- 


| tion; which lies one day on the table: 

| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be '™- 

| structed to inquire into, and report on, the expediency of 
requiring the circuit and district courts within the district 

|| of Illinois to hold alternately the terms of said courts 4 
| Chicago and Springfield, in said State. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED: 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, leave was granted 
| to withdraw from the files of the Senate the pe 
‘| tition and papers of the heirs of John Clandoria 
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1844. 
On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, leave was | resolution on the table. He hoped that course | 
ted to withdraw from the files the petition | would not be pursued. The courtesy of the Sen- || 
ord papers of Mrs. Susan Trigg. 7 a ta been eae of his || 
| friend from Virginia particularly so; and he could || 
SeeEP ou RRS HATO not think that he (Mr. A.] intended laying the | 

The bill to afford relief to certain contractors | subject on the table when he (Mr. B.) was a co- 

with the Government, by extending the time for member with him of the Committee on Foreign 
their fulfillment, was read the third time, and | Relations, and had a right to say something upon 
passed. this question. 
REPORTS ADOPTED. | The bill was then passed over informally for 

The adverse reports of the Committee on Rev- ithe day. 


| 
1 
on. | 

olutionary Claims in the case of the administra- || W. DE PUYSTER AND H. N. CRUGER. | 
tor of William Grayson, and of the Judiciary | 
i 

} 





: : ; The bill for the relief of William De Puyster 

: 

CE et ee C. Wilson, were || and Henry N. Cruger was taken up and consid- || 

concurred in by . || ered as in Committee of the Whole, reported to 1 
JULIA S. WEED. the Senate, and ordered ,to be engrossed for a 1 

The adverse report of the Committee on Naval || third reading. | 


Affairs in the case of JuliaS. Weed was, on mo- || SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 
tion of Mr. WHITE, ordered to lie on the table. || 


ALBERT PAULDING. 





| 
|| The bill to repeal so much of the act approved || 
|| the 23d of August, 1842, as requires the second | 
The adverse report of the Committee on Rev- | regiment of dragoons to be converted into a regi- 
slutionary Claims in the case of Albert Paulding || ment of riflemen, after the 4th of March, 1843, 
s, on motion of Mr. PORTER, ordered to lie || ¥88 taken up as in Committee of the Whole, and, 
ae table. _ || there being no proposition to amend it, was re- || 


| 
| 
INCREASE OF SALARY. | Mr. TAPPAN wasunderstood to say that there | 
The bill to increase the salary of the district || was no necessity for two regiments of dragoons; | 
judge of the district court of the United States | one was enough for the country to pay at pres- | 
for the western district of Virginia was taken up sent. Atthis time they could not drive the In- || 


| ported to the Senate. 





asin Committee of the Whole; and, there being dians into a war, if they were treated justly. The | 
no proposition to amend, it was reported to the || contrary treatment only would create an Indian | 
Senate. | war, and consequently, any necessity for another 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was satisfied there were || regiment of dragoons. 
other cases equally meritorious, and he was not | 
prepared to give his sanction to the bill then. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was laid on 
the table for the present, the chairman of the Ju- 
diciary Committee heing absent from his seat. 


SETTLEMENT OF OREGON. 


The bill to encourage the settlement of the ter- 
ritory of Oregon came up in order, as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for | 
| a third reading. 


i! 
| 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN would merely remark || 
|| that he was unwilling for the bill to pass without || 
|, discussion. He would not object to its being 
| passed to a third reading, and then lay it on the 
| table till to-morrow. He was opposed to its pas- 
|| sage, and should vote against it. Some of the 
| friends of the bill were absent, and he did not | 
: | wish to take advantage of their absence in op- | 
Mr. ARCHER moved to lay it on the table for | posing the bill. 
the present. He said that, before that motion ||" The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
was put to the Senate, he would give notice that, | reading. 
on to-morrow, he would move the Senate to lay | DANIEL G. SKINNER. 
the resolution of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. . : ‘ 
SempLe,] on the same subject, on the table, in- 1 The bill for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of | 
| 
| 


stead of referring it to the Committee on Foreign || Alabama, was considered as in Committee of the | 

Relations, as he first proposed. Whole; and, after some explanation of its pro- 
Mr. KING inquired if the Senator from Vir- || ¥'8!0ns by Mr. WRIGHT, it was reported to the | 

ginia (Mr. Arncuer] intended to speak on the | Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
uestion ? | reading. 
Mr. ARCHER said he did. There had been CLAIMS FOR PROPERTY. 


sfmany speeches made on the other side of the || The bill to provide for the settlement of claims | 


House as his own will have made after he shall || for losses of property by reason of its military | 
have spoken. 


; | occupation, in the Territory of Florida, was taken 
Mr. SRVIER asked the Senator to withdraw || up as in Committee of the Whole; but, on mo- 
the motion to lay the bill on the table. 


‘ tion of Mr. WRIGHT, was passed over for 
Mr. ARCHER did so. 


' | examination. | 
Mr. SEVIER remarked that he only wished to F. A. KERR. \| 
say that the Senator from Virginia was very | 








greatly mistaken in supposing that the bill for || The bill for the relief of F. A. Kerr, of Arkan- | 
the settlement of Oregon was anything like the || 848, was taken up as in Committee of the Whole; | 
proposition of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. || and, after a few remarks by Mr. SEVIER, in || 
SempLe,] giving notice for the termination of the || explanation of its principles,and by Mr. KING, Hy 
convention permitting the joint occupation of || i? opposition to the bill, it was laid on the table | 








Oregon. || for further examination. 
= S. then showed that the bill had in view | FRANCIS H. HARRISON. 
the protection of the American settlers in Ore- || , : ; ; 
rer . | The bill for the relief of Francis H. Harrison 
— the building of forts on the lines to that | who was postmaster at Padueah, Kentucky, pro- 
Mr. ARCHER could not understand why the || posing to pay him a sum of money which was | 


lost by the burning of the post office, which | 


honorable Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] | money had been collected for postage, was then | 


wished to go into a discussion of this bill to-day. 





He thought that gentleman must be aware that } takenup. 
he other discussion, which had the precedence, | ee eee eae 
ought to be disposed of first. . |, and P £, made some remarks on the bill, | 
Mr. SEVIER said there was no connection || touching the propriety of indemnifying officers | 
between the two propositions. _who may lose moneys belonging to the Govern- | 


Mr. BUCHANAN wished to ask his friend || ™ 
from Virginia [Mr. Arcuer] if he meant to de- || 
Prive him of an opportunity to make some re- | 
marks on the resolution of the Senator from Illi- | 
hois, (Mr. Sempte?] The fact was, his nature | 
was always yielding; and he had already yielded || Detroit of the office of the surveyor general of 
‘o everybody who had expressed a desire to ‘| Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, came up for eon- 
speak upon the subject. He had a few remarks | sideration; the question being, ‘‘ Shall the bill be 
o make; but he supposed, from the notice of his | 
friend from Virginia, that after that Senator fin- | pon that motion Mr. A 
ished his own remarks, he would move to lay the || yeas and nays. 


ent. 
The bill was, however, laid on the table for the | 
present. 





SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


| engrossed for a third reading ?’’ 


EN demanded the 


The bill for the removal from Cincinnati to 
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_ The yeas and nays were ordered; and the ques- 
tion being put, it was decided in the afirmative— 
yeas 29, nays 7. 

LAND CLAIMS. 


The Senate then resumed, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the consideration of the bill to pro- 
vide fur the adjustment of land claims within the 
States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Arkansas, and for other purposes; the question 

ending being the amendment proposed by Mr. 

ENDERSON, which he explained at consid- 
erable length. 

Mr. BARROW, also, with much minuteness, 
explained the merits of the bill and proposed 
amendment. 

The subject was debated, till four o’clock, b 
Messrs. JOHNSON, KING, HENDERSON, 
a SEVIER, BREESE, and WALK- 


During the discussion a great many modifica- 
tions of the amendment, and various alterations, 


|| were adopted. 


The bill finally was reported back to the Sen- 
ate, with the amendment, as modified; and the 
question being on adopting the amendment, 

Mr. HAYWOvD rose, and appealed to the 
friends of the measure to separate the amend- 
ment from the bill, and let the original bill stand 
on its merits; recommending them to bring ina 


| Separate bill grounded on the amendment. It 


appeared, from what transpired in debate, that 
the original bill was reported for the relief of un- 


| doubted claimants of lands in the States men- 
|| tioned, growing out of legal and acknowledged 
| titles; but the amendment was a substitute for 
|| the original bill, to let in claimants in possession 


who are innocent purchasers, or occupants under 
derivative titles from innocent purchasers, do- 
nees, or supposed grantees; and, in cases of al- 


|| leged frauds of fabricated Spanish titles, to let 
|| the innocent occupants have a preémption right 
| at $1 25 per acre. 


On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, pending the 
— of adopting the amendment made in 
ommittee of the Whole, the bill and amendment 
were ordered to be laid on the table, and printed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. ARCHER said there were some messages 


\| from the President of the United States to be con- 


sidered in secret session, one of which was of 
great importance, and it was necessary it should 
meet immediate reference. He therefore moved 
that the Senate go into executive session. 

The Senate went into executive session; and 
after some time spent therein, adjourned. 





The following resolution, offered some days 
since by Mr. Woopnvry, was accidentally omit- 
ted from the Senate proceedings: 


Joint resolution, providing for the return of additional items 
in the commercial statistics. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Uni'ed States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be required to annex, here- 
after, to the statistical returns of the commerce of the Uni- 
ted States, a table giving, in the first column, the quantity 
of each article imported yearly ; in the second column, the 
value of cach on which the duty is assessed, giving it by 
the same measure or quantity as that on which the duty is 
assessed ; in a third column, the rate of duty imposed on 
each article ; and in the fourth, the average wholesale price 
of each, compiled from the prices current in Boston, New 
York, Philadelpbia, Baltimore, Charleston, and New Or- 
leans, Or in such of these ports as any of the articles may 


|| be sold during the year; in a fifth column, the quantity of 


any like article of domestic origin ascertained or estimated 
to be made or grown in the United States, during the same 
year; and in a sixth, the average price of it at the ports 
aforesaid for the same year. compiled and obtaived in like 
manner with that in the fourth. 


- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespar, March 6, 1844. 
Mr. DICKINSON offered a resolution to au- 
thorize Nancy Wilson to withdraw certain papers 
on the files of the Pension Office, that they might 


be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said the course proposed 
was an unusual one; and therefore, he objected 
to the reception of the resolution. 

OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. JAMESON inquired if the resolution 
which he offered yesterday, to authorize the Door- 
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Se 


keeper of the House to empl 


oy four additional || Jouxsow,} wh 


om he had always regarded as a || 


assistants,in the folding-room, was not first in || most valuable watchman of the Treasury, con- | 


order this morning? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. JAMESON then said that, upon examin- 
ation, Which he had made since yesterday, he 
had come to the conclusion to withdraw that res- 
olution, and move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the report of the Committee of Accounts 
was yesterday laid on the table. He found that, 
by this course, a saving to the country wouid be 
effected of five dollars per day, when compared 
with the expenditure of the lust long session. He 
concluded by moving the reconsideration; and, 
on that motion, he called for the previous ques- 
uon. 

The report to which the gentleman alluded pro- 
posed to establish the following arrangement: 


| 
That the Doorkeeper be authorized and required to | 


change the duties and compensation of the force employed 
under bis direction, and employ the saine as follows, when- 
ever the public service shall require : 

1 document keeper, at $2 50 per day............+... 92 50 


1 assistant, at @2 per day.......ccecsvecvcevceees one Oe 
1 folder in the House, at $2 50 per day.........6+.6. 250 
1 folder in the folding-room, at $2 50 per day........ 250 | 
4 assistant folders, at $2 per day.......-...-++.eees -» &00 
3 attendants at the Honse doors, at $2 50 per day.... 750 
2 gallery keepers, at $2 50 per day......+..e.eeeeee. 500 
6 pages, at §) 50 per day.......ce+ceevee veces coeeees 900 
2 scavengers, at $1 per day.... . 2 00 


That no person shall be appointed a page of the House 
who ig not at least twelve years of age. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the motion 
for the previous question; and there was not a 
second. 

Mr. WELLER suggested that the question was 
not debatable, and therefore that it was not ne- 
cessary to sustain the previous question. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the motion 
to reconsider; aud the vote was taken by Messrs. 
Sreenrop and Grinnect, as tellers; who reported 
—ayes 70, noes 43. 

So the vote was reconsidered, 

Mr. McDOWELL said he would accept some 
amendments which had been suggested to him, 
one of which was to retain the six pages at 32a 
day each, instead of $1 50. This would but add 
to the expenditures $3 a day over the sum which 
the committee had proposed; it was nevertheless 
$5 a day less than the expenditures for a like 
purpose, of the long session of the last Congress. 

he question was taken on the motion to lay 
on the table; which was negatived. 

Mr. JAMESON then moved to amend the re- 
port as explained by Mr. McDowett; and to 
modify it soas to make the report operate to gov- 
ern the employment of pages hereafter, and not 
to cause the discharge of any pages now em- 
ployed. 

Mr. STEENROD made some remarks which 
were not distinctly heard; but he was understood 
to state that the little boys employed as pages 
were not only attending upon the House during 
its sitting, but laboriously engaged in the folding- 
room until nine o’clock at night. He therefore 
opposed the diminution of their pay. He, how- 
ever, opposed the employment of any additional 
messengers; and said, if the present officers of the 
House could not discharge the duties performed 
by their predecessors, they had better resign. 

Mr. JAMESON said the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had not certainly understood the question 
before the House. There were no additional hands 
proposed to be employed by the resolution, over 
those employed during the long session of the 
last Congress. He explained the state of the case 
at some length. 

The question being upon agreeing to the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SUMMERS said he thought there need be 
no difficulty in regard to this matter. It appeared 
to him there was no necessity whatever for the 
change in the service of the House which was 
recommended by the Committee of Accounts. 
During the last Congritn, the subject of the con- 
tingent expenses of the House, and the dis- 
tribution of the force under the direction of the 


Deorkeeper, the Clerk, the Postmaster, and the | 


Sergeant-at-Arms, led to a report by a select 
committee, which occupied the attention of the 
House for a considerable length of time, and 
finally received the sanction of the House, with 
a unanimity almost unprecedented. It was an 


action of the House, without reference be pene | 
r. U. | 


Even the gentleman from Tennessee, [ 





being folded. 


curred in it. The resolution which thus received 
the almost unanimous sanction of the House, 
during the last Congress, he proposed to read, 


and to point out the difference between it and the | 
report now made by the Committee of Accounts. | 


{Mr. S. here read the resolution.] The House 


would perceive that this resolution placed at the | 


disposal of the Doorkeeper of the House the ap- 
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| Alabama to withdraw the motion again. 


pointment of ten messengers and eight pages,@ 


whose salaries were fixed. The Committee of 
Accounts recommended a change of the entire 
number, viz: thirteen messengers and six pages. 


This change was asked on the ground that some | 


difficuly had occurred in regard to the folding of 
the documents by the boys who were employed 
as pages; and upon the further ground that the 


Doorkeeper ought to have the control of this labor. | 
| But it appeared to him that there could be no ne- 
| cessity for a change on this ground, because the 


Doorkeeper now had the control, both over the || 
| appointment and the distribution of the labor of | 
| the messengers and the pages. 


It was equally 
unnecessary, he thought, to reduce the number 


| of pages, and increase that of the messengers; for 
he would undertake to say that the pages, if active | 


boys were selected, would be found to be better 
folders than men. If any difficulties had occurred, 
they must have arisen from a defect in the ad- 
ministration of the existing regulations; and not 
from any defect of the regulations themselves. If 
additional service was actually required, it would 
only be necessary to introduce a resolution for 
the employment of an additional messenger; but 


| 


| 
j 


| 
| 
| 
| 


he was altogeth»r opposed to the diminution of | 


the number of pages; and by way of testing the 
sense of the House upon this subject, he would 


again move that the whole subject be laid upon | 


the table. 


| 


| 


Mr. JAMESON inquired whether that motion 1 


was in order? 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. M. BROWN called for the yeas and nays 


upon the motion to lay upon the table. 


Mr. PAYNE desired the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia [Mr. Summers] to withdraw his motion for 
a moment, to enable him to offer an amendment: 
promising to renew that motion if the gentleman 
desired it, after he had stated to the Hlouse the 
additional resolution which he proposed to offer. 

Mr. SUMMERS accordingly withdrew his 


motion, 


- Mr. PAYNE sent to the Clerk’s table the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read: 


Be it further resolved, That hereafter no document or 
other paper shall be folded by any of the clerks or folders 
for this House, except public documents, newspapers, or 
speeches delivered in Congress by the members thereof. 


Mr. PAYNE said his own impression was, | 
that the practice that had grown up of late years, | 


of folding all sorts of documents in the offices and 


folding-rooms of the Capitol, to be sent abroad, 


was an evil which ought to be arrested. 


He did 


| Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas 


___ Mareh 6, 


90;, but he hoped it would not be laid 

table, but that the resolution he had dente & 
be adopted. — 
Mr. SUMMERS requested the gentleman ¢ 


rom 
wi 
was consented to, and accordingly withdra 
when 
Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and renewed the 
tion to lay the subject upon the table, 
The yeas and nays were then ordered; and |, 
ing taken, resulted—yeas 98, nays 71; a3 follows. 
YEAS— Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Benton, es 
Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhott, Wy)... 
J. Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Cathin, Reubey Chan 
man, Cobb, Cullom, Dana, John W. Davis, Diekey De 
linghain, Duncan, Dunlap, Farlee. Ficklin, Frene), gy 
dings, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Hoy,. 
loge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, 4 
geriord, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johuson, p 
B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Ay 


Wh: 


mo. 


ta 
Ctley 
drew 


: Lump. 
kin, McCausien, McClelland, MeClernand,’ MeConnel 
’ 


McDowell, Mathews, Moore, Norris, Owen, Parmenter 
Purdy, Rathbun, David 8S. Reid, Reding, Reife, Ritter, 
Roberts, Robinson, Russell, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, 
David L. Seymour, Simons, Robert Smith, Steenrod, ste 
son, John Stewart, Stone, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbays 
Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wiilliams, Wood 


| ward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—98. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, Belsor 
Milton Brown, Buffington, Campbell, Carroll, Chjj; a. 
Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, Coles, Cranston, Daniel, Garon 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Dickinson, Dromgooin. 
Elmer, Fish, Foot, Willis Green, Harper, Hudson, Was)! 
ington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersy 
Jenks, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Lyon, Maclay. 
Melivaine, Marsh, Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, 
Patterson, Payne, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D, Po. 
ter, Pratt, Rayner, Charies M. Reed, Rockwell, Rodney, 
Rogers, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Severance, Cajeh B, 
Smith, Andrew Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tildey, 
Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, White, and Winthrop- 


Ti. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked if a motion to recon. 
sider would be debatable ? 

The SPEAKER said that it would not. 


NAVAL SERVICE. 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill making appropria- 
tions of certain moneys in the Treasury for the 
naval service; which was read twice, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


Mr. LYON, who voted with the majority, 
moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill to 
repave Pennsylvania avenue was yesterday laid 
on the table, 

Mr. SAUNDERS observed that he voted to lay 
the bill on the table, but he would now vote for 


| the reconsideration, with a view of having the 


not speak from personal knowledge, but he was || 
informed that the system had been carried to a | 


, horrid extent, of sending out through the mails, 


from the rooms of the Capitol, party documents 
for the purpose of producing party results. The 
evil was so great and manifest during the last 
Congress that it occurred to him that something 
ought to be done to prevent its recurrence. 
was informed that the system had been again 


He | 


commenced; that certain Junius tracts were folded | 


and disseminated throughout the country from 
this Capitol. Independent of this, he understood 
there was a new series of Tippecanoe song books, 


_ dedicated to Mr. Clay, which were being folded 
and sent abroad from the folding-rooms of the | 


Capitol. Besides this, the fifty-two reasons why 
Mr. Van Buren should not be elected were now 


He did not make this statement | 


from an intimate knowledge of the facts, but he | 
understood it was so; and, without intending to | 


impute anything improper to those gentlemen 


who were engaged in this system of electioneer- | 


ing, he must be permitted to say, that the employ- | 
ment of the officers of this House, and the sta- 
tionery belonging to Congress, for these purposes, 
was a fraud upon the Government. It was for 
the purpose of checking this abuse in its incipient , 


stave,thathe offered the resolution which he had || 


| how submitted. He would renew the motion to | 


| lay the subject upon the table, being bound to do |: 


bill recommitted to the committee with instruc- 
tions to report, as a substitute for it, a bill of the 
Senate of the last session, appropriating $28,000. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table; and the yeas and nays 
having been called, resulted—yeas 90, nays 69. 


LEAD MINES. 


Mr. HOGE, on leave, introduced a bill to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to cause 
the reserved lead mines in the State of Illinois 
and Territories of lowa and Wisconsin to be sold; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


RESIGNATION OF MR. BEARDSLEY. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from Hon. Samvet Bearps ey, stating that he 
had transmitted to the Governor of the State of 
New York his resignation of his seat in Congress 
as a Representative from that State; and taking 
leave of the House with expressions of respect 
and esteem; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, the 
Speaker was authorized to fill the vacancy in the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, occasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. BearpsLey. 


VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE presented the following 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Vir- 
ginia: 

The Governor of this Commonwealth having, in his last 


annual message, communicated to the General Assembly 
the resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of 


Massachusetts, adopted March 23, 1843, and having this day. 


communicated the resolutions of the same body, passed on 
the 15th and 16th of January, 1844, all of said resoiuaons 
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ing to anend the Constitution of the United States so 
» apportion representation and taxation among the sev- 
= States according to their respective number ot free per- 
eral F xcluding Indians not taxed; of which resolutions it 
paar . that this Assembly should take some notice : 
= a well known that the recognition and protection of | 
, seculiat interests of the slaveholding States, by making 
the P ves a part of the basis of representation and taxation 
the ve Federal Government, Was &@ compromise upon which 
i Federal Union of the States was formed, was acknowl. 
Oe ate Massachusetts in convention as the language of 
on erica, adopted in the Federal convention by a vote 
- a unanimous, and is essential to the peace, wellare, 
ain continuance of the slaveholding States of this Union: 
ed unanimously by the General Assembly of Vir- 
inia, 1. That we cannot regard these resolutions as in 
truth a proposition to amend the Federal Constitution, but 
virtually one to dissolve the Union. ; 

9, That, whilst we have forborne the expression of com- 

aint at the disturbance of the peace and safety of the 
South, by the agitation of the subject of our peculiar do- 
mestic institutions by individuals and voluntary societies at | 
the North, we regard this attack, by the highest constitu- 
tional authority of a sister State, as in the highest degree 
yajust, unkind, faithless to the compromises of the Consti- 
tution, and meriting the deepest condemnation of every 
patriot and friend in the Union. . : 

3. That when we look back to those periods of our his- 
tory when Massachusetts and Virginia codperated so cordi- 
ily, zealoasly, and effectively, in achieving our independ- 
ence, and securing it by the adoption of our Federal 
Constitution, We cannot but regard this attack with in- 
creased regret and abhorrence. 

4. That the Governor of this Commonwealth be, and he 
is hereby, requested to communicate copies of the forego- 
ing preamble and resolutions to the Governors of the sev- 
eral States, With the request that they may be laid before 
their respective Legislatures; to the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress from Virginia; and especially to 
return the original resolutions to the Governor of Massa- 

usetts. 
or aaoped by the General Assembly, February 15, 1844. 


The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to refer them to a 
select committee of nine. 

Mr. BELSER asked permission to offer cer- 
tain resolutions from the Legislature of Alabama 
on the same subject. 

Mr. WINTHROPasked if it would be in order 
tocallup the resolutions of the Massachusetts 
Legislature, some time since offered by his col- 
league, (Mr. Apams?] He should be willing that 


| 
} 


allsuch resolutions should come in under the same |} 


general permission; otherwise, he should object 

to any. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER put the question on seconding 
the demand for the previous question; and fifty- 
one voted in the affirmative, which was nota suf- 
ficient number. 

Mr. SLIDELL and others called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Haratson | 
and Cuincn having been appointed, they reported 
—ayes 72, noes 36; which was less thanaquorum. 

The SPEAKER remarked that there was evi- 
dently a quorum in the House. He therefore 
requested gentlemen to vote either one way ordhe 
other. 

The tellers again took the vote;and reported— 
ayes 83, noes 40. 

So there was a second. 

The SPEAKER then put the question, ** Shall 
the main question be now put?” 

Mr. WINTHROP called for the yeasand nays; 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 128, nays 34. 

So the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
refer to a select committee of nine; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BELSER again asked permission to pre- 
= the resolutions of the Legislature of Ala- | 
ama. 

Mr. ADAMS also asked the permission of the 

ouse to call up the resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts on the same subject. 

_Mr. DUNCAN, who had the floor on the spe- 
cial order for this day, was unwilling at this time | 
to yield; and tHe permission asked for was, in 
consequence, not granted. 


ELECTION OF ELECTORS. 





The special order for this day was Mr. Dun- 
can’s bill entitled ** A bill to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘ An act relative to the election of a President 
and Vice President of the United States, and de- 
claring the officer who shall act as President in 
case of vacancies in the offices both of President 
and Vice President,’’’ approved March 1, 1792. 

This bill proposes that the time of choosing 
the electors of President and Vice President of 


ll the United States, in each State, shall be the 


Tuesday next after the first Monday of Novem- 
ber next; and afterwards, except when a special 
election will be held in pursuance of the tenth 
section of the act towhich this is an amendment, 
the time of choosing the electors shall be the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday of Novem- 
ber in every fourth year succeeding the last elec- 
tion of said electors; and when such special elec- 
| ton shall be held, the time therefor shall be the 
| Tuesday next after the first Monday of Novem- 
ber in the year when the same shall be held pur- 
| Suant to the section aforesaid. 

Mr. DUNCAN, after the Clerk had read the 
bill, said he looked upon this as a very important 
subject, and he was not alone in that opinion; 
since its introduction into this House, the public 
attention had been called to it, and he was in 
possession of a number of petitions, signed by 


which he had the honor, in part, to represent. 
He had not presented these petitions, because he 
| had received them since the bill was reported by 
| the Committee of Elections; and he only spoke 
| of them now, to show the extent of feeling in 
favor of the passage of this bill which prevailed 
throughout the States. The bill, he repeated, 


very few gentlemen on this floor who would not 
support it, 


themselves acquainted with what they owed to 
each other as citizens, and what they owed to the 
country—namely, that they should defend the 


the country. 


subjects of either Government owed obedience to 


| people of this country not only owed obedience 
| and submission to the laws of the country, but 
they had higher duties and higher privileges, 
being themselves a part of the Government. They 


the framers and authors of the law. 
the law-makers. 

Mr. D. entered into a comparison of the differ- 
ent forms of government. 
of our free institutions was the elective franchise; 
| it was more valuable than all others; destroy that 


institution, and all the others would crumble to 
dust. 


or (if they pleased) unsophistocated democracy; 
but the framers of the Constitution were aware 
of the importance of regulating, defending, and 
securing the elective franchise. They who pur- 


would be maintained by their posterity; they had 
a right to suppose that no wretch would be found 
base enough to trample them under his feet; they 


| had a right to confide in the integrity and political | 
honesty of those who were to come after them. 


But, by a wisdom almost superhuman, they 
seemed to have anticipated the possibility of its 
abuse; for they provided in the Constitution a 
means by which, in case there should be a dis- 
position to trample upon it, it might be exercised. 
Not relying upon the patriotism of the political 
obligations resting upon every individual under 


who should have the official control of the elective 


franchise should be arraigned before the throne of | 
Him who is the judge of the quick and the dead, | 
hand should swear to uphold | 
the purity of the elective franchise and the ballot- | 
But, not content with this, the framers of | 
the Constitution introduced a provision to guard | 
Mr. D. here sent to the | 


and with uplifte 


box. 


| Clerk’s table the provision of the Constitution to 


which he alluded, and desired that it might be | 


read; and it was read accordingly. 


Now, if he could show that the elective fran- 


| chise had been violated, and the ballot-box pol- 
luted, he trusted he would be considered as strict! 

within the sphere of his duty in introducing this 
bill, and urging its passage. 


been violated. 
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| of evidence, of which he had an ebdndante. He 


many citizens of several States other than that | 


was important; and he was of opinion there were | 


‘There was no higher duty incumbent upon the | 
people of thiscountry than that they should make 


Government, and support the free institutions of | 
They were in the enjoyment of | 
emphatically a free Governmenty and while the | 


laws which they had no share in making, the | 


were not only subject to the law, but they were | 
They were | 


The very foundation | 


It was impossible, at the commencement | 
of the Government, to establish a pure, primary, | 


chased our free institutions with their treasure | 
and their blood had a right to expect that they | 


| thisGovernment, they superadded the obligations | 
| of religion and morality, and provided that he | 


Mr. D. adduced | 
au.horities to prove that the elective franchise had | 


He regretted that it was not in his power to | 
entertain the House with more of the same kind | 


887 


| desired it to be understood that it was not his own 
| case of which he was complaining, and that it was 
| Noton account of any bearing these frauds had on 

him that he complained. It was the principle, 

undermining the very foundations of the Govern- 
ment, of which he complained. He had evidence 
as conclusive as evee was offered, that there were 
others who held their seats here by virtue of the 
same frauds, and the same kind of swindling. 
This system was carried on as far back as the 
years 1836 and 1838, and he had the most con- 
clusive evidence to show that a man by the name 
of Naylor held a seat here in violation of the elect- 
ive franchise. Three members from the State 
of New York held their seats here by the same 
means. In relation to himself, and the book of 
evidence from which he had been quoting, he 
would remark that there was a gentleman here 
from Ohio, who was present when these deposi- 
tions Were taken, and was one of the commission- 
ers. He would give to that gentleman, or to any- 
body else, $100 for every tlegal Democratic vote 
that he could find in that election, if they would 
give him one for every illegal Whig vote he could 
find. On this subject he had nothing to say, ex- 
cept so far as his constituents were concerned, 
The people of the first congressional! district in 
Ohio had no Representative here in the last Con- 
gress. The Democratic candidate was elected by 
more than five hundred majority, and yet he was 
deprived of his seat. He did not know that his 
competitor, (Mr. PenpLeton,] who was declared 
to be elected, had any hand tn the frauds by which 
that result was obtained, thouch he was one of 
the richest men in Ohio. His competitor might 
not have known of the swindling and the frauds 
which were practiced in his favor, though he par- 
ticipated in all the hard cider orgies, coon and 
snapping-turtleexhibitions, and other Whig mum: 
meries of the day; and though it was said that 
more than twenty thousand dollars was expended 
in this election, he did not know that his compet- 
itor had given a single dollar, though he was more 
deeply interested than anybody else in the result. 
That gentleman’s political friends, in their anx- 
iety to defeat the Democratic candidate, might 
have advanced all the money. 

The gentleman was, however, in a dilemma. 
If he encouraged the system of swindling by 
which he profited so much; if he advanced any 
money; if he knew those nefarious practices were 
going on, without stopping them, and took the 
advantage of them, he was unfit to hold a situa- 
tion asa Representative on that floor; lhe was un- 
fit for any situation but within the gloomy walls 
of a penitentiary. If, on the other hand, he was 
of a nature so jackassical and stupid as not to 
know what was going on, hé was unfit to repre- 
sent anybod y—even the cut-throats, thieves, rob- 
bers, and swindlers of Kentucky, who helped to 
elect him. Mr. D. regretted that he had not time 
to have more of this evidence read, and therefore 
gave notice that he would publish it in his speech. 
He maintained that, of all the institutions of the 
country, the elective franchise was the most val- 
uable, and deserved the most peculiar care and 
guardianship; and it was, therefore, proper to al- 
lude to the means by which it had been violated, 
which he had already done; and the effect that 
was intended to be produced by its violation, 
which he was about todo. First, he must be 
permitted to remark that the frauds of 1840, in the 
first congressional district of Ohio, were a matter 
|| of every day’s conversation, and there was nota 
man who spoke of it who did not believe that 
$20,000 was given for his competitor’s certificate, 
with the broad seal. He knew nothing of this 
himself; but if he knew anything at all of morals, 
he knew tat there was no crime known to the 
laws of his State, and the commission of which 
would send a man to the penitentiary there, which 
would more afflict his conscience had he been 
guilty of it, than would the violation of the eleet- 
ive franchise. Had he violated that franchise in 
the slightest degree, he would have considered 
himself as having violated the Constitution, by 
taking the oath to support it; and he would have 
considered himself as violating that oath, every 
moment he retained a seat in Congress, so cor- 
ruptly obtained. He had been asked a thousand 
times by those who knew of the frauds that were 
practiced in his district in #640, why he did not 
come here and contest Mr. Pendieton’s seat. Sir, 
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there were two reasons, equally sufficient, which 

revented me from doing so. In the first place, 
ons too proud to come here, and demand jus- 
tice of a House, one half of which, I knew, owed 
their seats to the very frauds by which I lost 
mine. My constituents were too proud to come 


here, and ask for redress, when they could re- | 


dress themselves; and they effectually did so. 
The 


had Mr. Pendleton been induced to come forward 


as the opposing candidate; but he was not to be | 
It was said that he | 
had alread paid too dearly for the seat he had just | 


driven nor kicked into it. 


filled. 
He had already said that these frauds were 
known far and wide at the time. 


saw your mails loaded down with hundreds of 


thousands—nay, he might say, with millions— || 


of pamphlets, containing as base lies and slanders 


as ever were manufactured in the vilest dens of || 
falsehoods and infamy, going from this Capitol, || 


acked up with the public stationery, and franked 
ce Whig members of Congress. 

The moral part of the community made occa- 
sional appeals to the Whig party, asking them if | 


it was not wrong to overthrow the moral institu- | 


tions of their country to carry out their ends? 
Oh no, they said; the end justifies the means; 


and he proposed to examine into the means, and | 
He had doc- | 


he had the documents to do it with, 
umentary proof enough to convince any boy of 
Isracl, and enable him to overthrow the greatest 
Goliah in the Philistine camp. 
able to show that the means were worthy of the | 
end, and the end worthy of the means, and both 

worthy of the party that used them. What were | 
the means? He had said before that they were 

a system of swindling and falsehood, disgraceful 

to the country, disgracetul to civilized man, and | 
only to be paralleled in atrocity by the corrupt | 
measures intended to be brought about by them. | 


Promises were made that never were intended to | 


be carried out. Promises were made that those 
who made them had not the power nor the capa- 
city to fulfill. Charges the most false and ground- 
less were made against the existing Administra- 
tion, (Mr. Van Buren’s;) and as he only troubled 
himself with wholesale falsehoods, he would now 
mention only one or two of them. One of these | 
charges against Mr. Van Buren’s administration | 
was that it was an extravagant Administration. | 
Now, he would examine into the truth of this | 
charge; and, in doing so, refer to facts and fig- | 
ures. He would first remark that there was a 
difference between the ordinary expenditures of 
an Administration and its extraordinary expendi- 
tures; and that extraordinary expenditures oc- 
curred under Mr. Van Buren’s toa greater extent 
than under any preceding Administration. 

Mr. D. here referred to the extraordinary ex- 

enditures of the extra session, which Mr. Van 
soto was compelled to call in consequence of 


the banks stopping payment; also to the heavy | 


expenditures of the Florida war, and to the num- 
ber of public buildings that were put up. He 
also referred to the Creek war; to the removal of 
the Creeks and Cherokees; and to the settlement 
of our border difficulties. 

The SPEAKER announced that Mr. D.’shour 
had expired. 

Mr. ELMER obtained the floor. 

Mr. HUNT, of New York, expressed the hope | 
that the gentleman from Ohio would be permitted 
to go on. 

r. PAYNE moved that the rules be suspend- | 
ed so as to enable the gentleman from Ohio to 
continue his remarks. 

Mr. VINTON suggested to the gentleman to 
amend his motion, so as to suspend the hour rule 
while the present debate continued. 

Mr. PAYNE said he would cheerfully vote for 
a suspension of the hour rule on all occasions. 

Some conversation here followed. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the sus- 
pension of the rules; but, before the vote was 
taken, a conversation’ ensued, in which Mr. 


COBB, Mr. WINTHOP, and others, took part. | as any other axiom, and as universal as any other | 


Mr. SCHENCK suggested that not only the | 
hour rule should be suspended during this de- | 
bate, but the ‘‘ previous question”’ also; so that 
when one side had spoken, it should not be sprung | 


on the other. | Tennessee to reduce his point of order to writing, 


Mr. ADAMS inquired if this motion te sus- | 


We saw ithere | 
before the close of the preceding Congress. We || 


He would be || 


,, occupied one hour, simply on a propose 
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'| pend was in order? To suspend the one hour 
| rule, indefinitely, during the debate on this bill, 
| was very comprehensive—it was equivalent to a 
| change of a rule which required one day’s notice; 
| and he inquired if this motion was in order with- 

| out giving notice ? 


| tempore) decided that it was in order; but that it 


would have been prouder of their redress || would require a vote of two thirds. 


| Mr. PAYNE withdrew his motion. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if it was in order 
to make a motion for another purpose? 


'| from New Jersey was entitled to the floor, he | 


| having yielded for a special purpose. 


from New Jersey could yield the floor for a spe- 
| cial purpose ? 


| the gentleman from New Jersey had the floor. 


uestion. 


The SPEAKER replied that the bill was on its | 


|| engrossment. 


had reported the bill now under discussion as a 
| substitute for the bill introduced by the gentleman 
from Ohio. 


of electors only. Such was the bill before the 


The bill under discussion proposed to fix the day 
for the election of electors of the next President 
and Vice President for the first Tuesday after the 


next election. 
change; but he was satisfied there was not time 
| for the State Legislatures to act on such an im- 
portant matter; and hence difficulties of a very 
| serious character might be created. They could 
not be too careful in their legislation on such a 


respecting the validity of the election of the Pres- 
the consequences might be. He went with the 
gentleman from Ohio in his proposition; but for 


the reasons which he assigned, he now submitted 
his amendment, as follows: 


Vice President of the United States, when any such elec- 





fourth year succeeding the last election of said electors, 
except when a special election shall be held in pursuance 
| of the tenth section of the act to which this is an amend 


ment; and when such special election shall be held, the | 
| time therefor shall be the Tuesday next after the first Mon. | 


| day of November, in the year when the same shall be held 
| pursuant to the section aforesaid. 


| This, he said, was a substitute for the whole 
| bill, for in that shape alone could he now get in 
_ his amendment; but he only proposed the simple 
| change which he had explained. 

Mr. DUNCAN again obtained the floor. 


| Mr. HARDIN inquired if the gentleman from 


| Ohio could again occupy the floor, naan alread 

amend- 
ment, which was not a substantial change of the 
question ? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore decided that the | 
| gentleman from Ohio having again obtained the | 


| floor, was entitled to it on the amendment for an 
| hour. 


Mr. DUNCAN said he believed he was entitled | 
_ to the floor, and he should oppose the amendment | 
of the gentleman from New Jersey, as that would | 


| not be doing more than half the business, if he 
| understood it. It did not atall touch the election 
| of members of Congress, and therefore he should 
| proceed to address himself to the bill as it was 

introduced, and conclude with his objections to 
| the amendment of the gentleman from New Jer- 
| sey. He regarded it as an axiom, as old, perhaps, 


| wherever civilization exists, and wherever moral 
| principles are cultivated—— 

Mr. DICKINSON rose to a question of order. 
Mr. DUNCAN called upon the gentleman from 


| and for that purpose he would stop; but he trusted 


The SPEAKER (Mr. Hopxms presiding pro | 


The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman | 
Mr. WINTHROP inquired if the gentleman | 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that || 
Mr. ELMER inquired the present state of the | 


Mr. ELMER said the Committee of Elections | 


The bill of the gentleman from Ohio | 

roposed to fix one uniform day throughout the | 
Ganed States, not only for the election of electors | 
of President and Vice President, but for members | 
to this House; but the Committee of Elections, | 
by their substitute, had limited it to the election | 


House; and he now moved to amend that bill. | 


first Monday of November next; and he proposed | 
so to amend it as to prevent its application to the | 
This bill proposed an important | 


subject; for if ever a serious difficulty should arise | 


ident of the United States, no one could tell what | 


That the time of choosing the electors for President and 


| tion shall be held subsequent to the year 1844, shall be the | 
Tuesday next after the first Monday of November inevery | 


{ . a a 
'| the time thus lost would not be deducted from the 


'| time allotted to him. 
| Mr. DICKINSON said his point was, thar » 
. ; » Mat th 

gentleman from Ohio had occupied one hour 7 
this bill, and could not occupy another wale 
|| existing rules. Spal 
| ‘The SPEAKER explained that the gentle 
'| from Ohio was now occupying the floor on 
1 amendment of the gentleman from New Jers 

Mr. GRIDER made some observation. wi, 
was not heard distinctly. 

Mr. RAYNER said if this thing were allowed 
| it would be a violation of the spirit, if not yy. 

letter, of the one-hour rule; and, though it hag 
been heretofore attempted, it had never been gl 
lowed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired if it was com, 
petent for gentlemen to raise points of order which 
had been decided by the Chair? . 

Mr. DICKINSON appealed from the decisiog 
of the Chair, that the point raised might be ge, 
tled; and on the appeal he called for the yeas an 
nays; but they were not ordered. 

r. SCHENCK said he knew not what hai 
been the practice of the last Congress under this 
one-hour rule; and he therefore inquired if it was 
competent for a gentleman to speak an hour, an( 
then to move an amendment, not substantially 
varying the proposition, and thus go on for one 
hour after another? 

The SPEAKER explained. This was the cas. 
where a bona fide amendment was offered, op 
which the gentleman from Ohio properly obtained 
| the floor. This case had precedents in the last 
Congress, when Mr. Wise and Mr. Marshall both 
obtained the floor under analogous circumstances, 
and were sustained in the right to it. 

Mr. RAYNER said, such a violation of the 
one-hour rule as that in the cases referred to by 
the Speaker, was then held to be flagrantly and 
manifestly unjust. 

Mr. WINTHROP made some observations, in 
the course of which he sustained the decision of 
the Chair, and said that he had himself made a 
| like decision a few weeks ago, when occupying 
the chair, as chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The House sustained the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. DUNCAN resumed and said, that when 
| he was interrupted, he was about to speak of the 
means that were used in 1840, to overthrow the 
Democratic party and defeat the election of Mr. 
Van Buren, and it was to prevent the exercise of 
such means again, that this bill had been intro- 
|| duced; and the amendment of the gentleman from 
New Jersey did not meet the exigencies of the 
case. It was as important that the electoral 
| franchise should be preserved pure in relation to 
| the elections of members of Congress, as to the 

election of the President and Vice President; and 
|| the object of the bill was to prevent the exercise 
| of the means resorted to in ]840, in all such cases. 

He was going on to say what those means were, 
| and to speak of the pipe-laying of 1840, and of 
| the importation of voters from one State to an- 
other, and from one county to another, and he 
hoped that in now alluding to those days he should 
|| be in order, for they were relevant; as this bill, 
if passed into a law, would operate to prevent 
|| recourse to them hereafter. One of the means 
| used—and he supposed the end was to justify the 
‘| means—was, by a system of falsehood, to pro- 
| duce the impression that Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 
ministration was an extravagant Administration, 
and he designed to contrast the expenditures of 
| that Administration with the expenditures of 
this. 

It would be remembered that these charges of 
extravagance in Mr. Van Buren’s administration 
were accompanied universally with professions 
| that a system of reformation should be adopted. 
| He would now proceed to exhibit to the Amer- 
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‘| ican people—to the hundreds and thousands of 
|| those who had been induced to desert the Dem- 
| ocratic party, and go over to the standard of the 
|| Whigs—the manner in which those promises an 
| professions had been fulfilled. 
Mr. D. instituted a comparison between the 
|| expenditures during the administration of Mr. 
Van Buren and the expenditures during the pres- 
|| ent Administration, showing a large excess 10 
|| the latter over the former. : : 
|| It was the right of the people, in a republican 
|| form of government, to know what were the seatt- 
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ments and principles of those who offered them- 
s candidates for office; and that right car- | 


D. Chesterfield of Tallahaeeee, Florida, showing. 
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two citizens of Tompkins und Chemung counties, fora post 
route from Ithaca to Havard, by way of Cayutaville ; which 


by an inclosed communication to the Commi 
selves as © was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post aes \clased communication to the t.onmis- ; 
' that the ned with it the duty on the part of thecandidate Roads, sioner of the General Land Office, that he, with ' 
hour op to declare what his principles were, and what | By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of William H. Brink- || others, discovered a gross fraud in the survey on § 
Ty Unde asures he would carry out if elected. This erhoffand seventy-five others. citizens of Ohio, asking a |! the Peninsula of Florida: also eross dereliction of 
tT meas hi Juty had been violated in 1840 reducwon of postage, and the abolishing of the franking 1 _ . ae oe me 
reht, and this duty, , * |) privilege. & duty inthe appointment of deputy surveyors; and 
eNtleman It was openly avowed that there should be no | Also, the petition of Peter Lantz and ninety-two eitizens |) Ut they communicated the facts to the proper 
ersey »ore pressed upt ’ a aot ees ae : | rectified; that the aile ins » in- 
ry. were | I By Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana: The petition of Pearce . M they Bad falled. to institute GR ag 


Dy Which tne matter off with a Tippecanoe song. 
Mr. D. exhibited an anatomical drawing of 


Jones, and fifty-two others, citizens of Vigo county, State || (""Y and rectification of those abuses, knowing 
of Indiana, asking for a portion of the public lands in the || too well that they existed, and consequently n- 








allowed «« that same old coon,”’ and entered into an expo- } Vincennes land district, Indiana, and ot the Shawneetown || quiry would cause exposure. The memorialist 
NOt the sition of the principles of the Whig party, @8 || othe Wabash river; which was referred to the Comentes || Pray the adoption of such measures as will cause 
sh it hag illustrated by this their favorite emblem, and the i on Belated. ' -OmmItinS | the frauds to be rectified, and to prevent their re- 
"been al, chief object of Whig Pagan adoration; and In'|| Also, the petition of Alfred Edwards & Co.,of NewYork, || Currence, 
conclusion, in humorous allusion to the ancient || together with that of one hundred and ten citizens of the | Mr. B. said he knew nothing of the facts, or the 
VAS Com. custom of divining by examining the entrails of | State of Kentucky and New York, asking that the Congress || individual whose name was signed to the memo- 
ler wi ; a redicted the entire overthrow of the || of the United States would grant to the State of Indiana the ial. He : . i 4 
hich beasts, P }) Vacant hinds in the Vincennes land district. Indiana,tor the Seng e, soe pre sumed, inasmuch as the Territory of 
, Whig party. 2 ven , || purpose of continuing the Wabash and Erie canal, from Florida had no Delegate in the Senate, that the 
decision Again: 1t was said that the administrations of || Terre Haute to Evansville. Indiana: which was referred to || memorial was forwarded to him to be presented 
it be tan Buren and Jackson were proscriptive admin- | the Committee on Public Lands. » Se RE 
: Bet. Van — se liedaaes Adi aie Whies a a the aa. || _ By Mt. DAVIS, of Indiana : ‘The petition of John Smith || = 7 Senate. On his motion, it was referred to 
yeas and jstratlons; : _ a ug g bed || and ninety two others, citizens of Daviess aud Martin || the Committee on Public Laads; and at the same 
cendency, proscription wou | be proscri ea. counties, Indiana, asking a donation of land to assist in || time he expressed a desire that that committee 
that had There was to be no such thing as proscription, || completing the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio river. || would investigate the matter thoroughly. 
nder omy question to be asked was, wasthe man |; Also, the petition of Clement Sapp and twenty-two oth Wy tition fr ‘ 
er this The only q ost? Butt ae || ers, citizens of Daviess county, Indiana, upon the same Mr. WHITE presented a pe pats from Cyrus 
if it was capable and honest? But how were these prom- | subject. 7 Taber and others, of Penn, Indiana, praying to 
Our, and jses fulfilled ? A month before the election, || Also, the petition of Hugh Allen and one hundred and || be confirmed in their titles to certain ladtan res- 
tantially this city swarmed with hosts of long, lean, hun- || seventy two others, citizens of Green and Owen counties, ervations; which was referred to the Committee 
fo . rry ofice hunters. Ever ublic house was filled | Indiana, upon the same subject. > aes 
F one gry office ht aan ry P By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Gruden J. Leeds || °" Public Lands. : 
with them from the garret to the cellar, and some |! and ninety-six others, citizens of the city of New York and Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial 
the case houses, too, he would not name. They came in |) vicinity, praying for a repeal of the spirit ration law of the | from George R. Babeock and others, of the city 
red, on crowds} old Federalists, who, forty years before, |, Navy, and for some useful substitute therefor. | of Buffalo, in the State of New York, praying 
° : : . | . ” WAI: Tha - " , 7 . - 
obtained had been driven into retirement, came out in the | ee er : I - a es ee and |) an appropriation for the construction of a ship 
‘ . Ste ake : s \ ‘rs, CHUZeNS O mb ounty, Olno, praying |} ; sn ’ 
the last restoration of their party, and joined in the gen- | for the establishment of amail route from Meadville, Penn. || Canal to connect Lakes Huron and Superior; 
all both eral scramble. The inauguration was hardly over, || sylvania, to Warren, in said county of Trumbull. || which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
Stances, before every Democratic head of a Department 1] ; Also, the petition ot Benjamin Parker and others, praying || and Canals. 
* ismissed and Whigs put in thei as || for an amendment of the Constitutien, s+ as to make the {| +): P 
was dis . . SS r places, and || basis of representation uniform throughout the country. i Also, a petition from Isanc S. Douglass and 
1 of the then the guillotine commenced work in earnest. |) By Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York : The petition of three || Others, of Patchogue, New York, praying fora 
d to by Each new head of a Department vied with the || hundred and sixty inhabitants of the city of Troy, praying || reduction of the rates of postage; which was or- 
ntly and others in the work of proscription, though Gran- || 4 remis-ion of duties upon such railroad iron as shall be || dered to lie on the table, the bill for that purpose 
ger and Ewing excelled them all. ‘The question || imported and laid down upoe that partion of the New York || 1 ine now befnre the Senate 
ti : as “Is he | st? Is I ble 2”? |, and Albany railroad lying between the city of Troy and “— > 7: onare. ‘ 
1ons, in was not, s he honest’ Is he capa le?”” but || the village of Greenbush ; which was referred to the Com Mr. MERRICK said that among the gratify- 
sion of “Ishea Democrat ? Does he belong to Demo- || mittee ot Ways and Means. ing evidences of public opinion upon the subject, 
made a cratic associations??? If answered in the affirm- | T a nee and other papets eee Fulton.of | he had received, and wished to present to the 
ee sie ae : : aj!?? ‘TT : as roy, New York, praying a remuneration for danrages sus- || . . + 
“upying allve, off with his ment I hat was the way tained in the last war; which were referred to the Commit- || Senate, a memorial numerously signed by bog 
2 of the 7 ote bp prosert ee he Chall area mae tee of Claims. | zens of Syracuse, New York, in favor of the bill 
He made the assertion, and he challenged contra- || By Mr. MeCLELLAND: The petition of Henry Palmer || reported from the Post Office Committee for re- 
» Chair. diction, that there were more men turned out of || — oe fora change of post route from Monroe to Y psi. || ducing the rates of postage and restricting the 
. . 9 e: : . . ) lanu, Michigan. iI fe Ae ws & ° 
. when office 1n wedi oe ume, than there were in all || By Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of Samuel Connelly | franking privilege, and asking for Us passage 
of the the preceding ministrations, from General || and one hundred and forty-nine others, citizens of Edgar || without unreasonable delay; which was ordered 
row the Washington down, That was not all. Before || county, Illinois, asking a grant of land to complete the na- || to lie on the table. 
of Mr. the elections, the romised the laborers two dol- || Wonal thoroughiare between the lakes and the Ohio, by the || , r : 
reise of | ada oan ee f.if they would help tk improvement of the navigation of the Wabash. : | Mr. TALLMA DGE presented a memorial 
4 As ars y 3 ~ "3 ey uld help them Also, the petition of James Lauterman and sixty others, || from Oswego, New York, numerously signed by 
n intro- to overthrow Mr. Van Buren’s administration. citizens of Lawrence county, Illinois, upon the same sub. || citizens of that place} praying for the passa f 
: | L at B ’ g Sa | s ace, > | geo 
an from Here Mr. D. held up to the view of the House || ject. | the bill now pending before the Senate, making 
of the one of the Whig anwar that was used in his dis- || By Mr. CROSS: The petition of Charles M. McClelland || 9 prant of land for the improvement of Wak unt 
lectoral trict in the last idential electi hej - || and John V. Gray, praying a confirmation of certain entries || , “ae , p 
- “ mk n as as i ential election, the inscrip- || of land in the State of Arkansas ; which was referred to the || eae rivers, and to connect the same by a 
ation to jon on it being IX CENTS A DAY AND SHEEP'S || Committee on Private Land Claims. || canal. As the bill was now pending, the memorial 
s to the PLUCK UNDER VAN BuREN; AND TWO DOLLARS A | come oe ee of Mrs. we we Bronaugh, of the || was laid upon the table. ” 
nt: ar N . i istrict ot Columbia, praying reliet from liability on a judg NNER 2 . 
| sand ar _ tee wraat 5 ag pean Demers Har || ment rendered against her late husband; which was referred Mr. HANN EGAN presented resolutions 
xercise RISON. ow was this promise fulfil ed? | to the Committee on the Judiciary. adopted by the General Assembly of Indiana, 
1 cases. Mr. D. here recounted an anecdote of his meet- | By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of J. D. Dums and || asking for a grant of land to assist that State in 
_ Se er 8 ape meeerer teaee Comsserinass WSO (ON || ee ems Rigtty, ia rieoah epnang.ce Featoen, itamambe || Cit cone recton OF the nofiiert ewe of We Ce 
and of him that he was promised two dollars a day and | county, Mississippi; which was referred to the Committee tral canal; which were referred to the Committee 
to an- good roast beef if he wquld vote for General Har- | on the Post Office and Post Roads. || on Public Lands. 
and he rison; but now hecould not get twenty-five cents | By Mr. A. H. READ: The petition of a great number of REPORTS FROM COMMITTERS 
should aday, and had no beef at all; and that he would || the citizens of Bradford county, praying for an alteration | , 
is bill, see all the Federalists damned before he would | hp wen ant camane between Sey an ame | Ny vay Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Naval 
: ster } s Pos and Post Roads. ; ; ; 
event a be deceived by them any more. — || Also, a petition of citizens of Asylum, Bradford county, || Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Reynell 
means Mr. D. concluded by explaining the benefits || praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in || Coates, Walter R. Johnson, and William B. Me- 
ify the that would result from the passage of the bill, and Susipearies nt Kinsoeinin ; which was referred to the Com- | Murtrie; which was read, and ordered to a second 
° . ooh Des 2e B iary. } . 
10 pro oe appealing to the House, by their desire By Mr. McCLERNARD: ‘The petition and proceedings reading. : 
1's ad- or the preservation of our free institutions, by | of a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of Wabash Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
ration, ,their love of country, and by their regard for the | county. ; ; _ || Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the 
ures of principles of morality and religion, to pass it, and || _ Also, two petitions of the citizens of Gallatin and White || bijl authorizing persons to whom reservations of 
f h . . . . counties, in the State of [llinois, praying Congress to appro. || 
res 0 thus avoid that flood of vice and immorality that priate a quantity of land in certain land districts in the State || land have been or shall be made under Indian 
had overspread the land during the last elections. | of Illinois and indiana, for the improvement of the naviga- | treaties, to alienate the same in fee. al 
ges of Mr. CLINGMAN obtained the floor; and, on tion of the Great Wabsh river; which was referred tothe | On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Judiciary 
tration his motion, the House adjourned. by te Seiten a kemnael citizens of the counties of || Committee was discharged from the farther con- 
j 8 2 pe ‘rous Ze B f | os : aa 
sstens |, Pope and Massac, praying for the establishment of a post || sideration of the petition of Lyon & Howard, 
opted. The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed || route between Golconda and Metropolis City, in the State || praying the balance due them on a contract for 
Amer- to the reporters by the members presenting them : of [linois ; which was referred to the Committee on the || constructing a steam dredging machine; and it 
rs of fg oe PeATTA: The petition of the welen of Cap. |! Post Office and Post Roads. was referred to the Committee on Claims, 
em- in Richard Lucas, praying the passage of a law granting of a ee ee | 
of the oar a any agente pay atta Spoemne i which IN SENATE | BILLS, INTRODUCED, 
fas referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. = ae : | . . 
esand By Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of sun- || Tuurspay, March 7, 1844. Mr. CHOATE, on leave, introduced a bill grant- 
dry citizens of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, praying | : ; | ing an increase of pension-to Gideon Foster; 
n the for retrenchment in the expenditures of the Government || The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the hich d twi d referred he Com- 
generally, and particularly in the per diem allowance and | icati V Se a ee en ee 
f Mr. Sitlengé ot dacsubers or Odearéas. P | Senate a communication from the War Depart- || mittee on Pensions. 
| pres- By Mr. FISH: The petition of alarge number of invent- || ment, transmitting, in compliance with law, fifty- | Mr. HAYWOOD introduced a bill to amend 
23s in on engineers, and others, for an improvement of the patent || two printed copies of the official Army Register || the actestablishing the branch mints, the object of 
Abn ii pelle At Mave; Bey W: Titling, tattle | for 1843, for the use of the Senate. which was to provide that the efficers of these 
blican pension. oe: : P PETITIONS, ETC. branch mints poo qualify before the judges of 
senti- By Mr. DANA : The petition of one hundred and twenty- Mr. BAGBY presented a memorial from Charles || the States in which the mints are located, instead 
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of a judge of the Supreme Court, as at present | 
required. The bill was a measure of economy. 
It was read twice, and referred to the Finance | 
Committee. 


PORTS OF ENTRY. 


Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following reso- 
Jution; which lies one day on the table: 


Resolved, That the copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Mayor and Council of the city of Lafayette, on the &th of 
freemen last, herewith presented ; and acopy of the reso- 
lution of the Council and municipality No. 2 of the city of 
New Orleans, passed on the 13th February, 1842, herewith 

nted, be referred to the Committee on Commerce ; and 

tthe said committee be instructed to inquire into the 

expediency of establishing a port of entry at the city of La- 
fayette. 


FOREIGN LETTERS. 
On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
regulating by law the receipt and transmission of foreign 
jetiers. 


JOHNSON’S REPORT. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Woopsrince | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| tion? The report went as far back as 1837, and | 


contained various letters from different officers of 
the Government; among the rest, letters from 
Adams and Rush—— 
The PRESIDING OFFICER here interrupted 
the Senator from Alabama, and remirked, that 
upon an examination of the rule, he was satis- 
fied that the resolution must be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. The proposition could 
| not then be properly entertained. 
| Mr. KING remarked, that if such was the 
case, he would not detain the Senate by any fur- 
| ther remark. He did not, however, think that 
the rule imperatively required that propositions 
to print should go to the Committee on Printing. 
He expressed the hope, however, as it was de- 

cided that the proposition should go before that 
committee, and consequently the document, that 
that committee would examine the matter it con- 
tained, and make a report in writing, showing in 

what manner it was important that toasts and 
lists of names appended to a memorial should be 

| printed, at an enormous expense, for distribution 
to the countr 


yesterday was taken up and read, as follows: | The CHAIR again remarked that debate was 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use Of the Sen- 
ate extra copies of House document No. 296, third session 
Twenty-Seventh Congress, (Mr. W. C. Johnson’s report.) 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE remarked that the doc- 
ument proposed to be printed was one which was 
authorized to be printed by the last House of 
Representatives, and was distributed to the old 
members of the Senate, and laid on the tables of 
both Houses at the commencement of the present 
session. It was a document which contained a 
collection of statistics of the industry and com- || 
merce of the country, and statistics more especial- 
ly upon the subject of the national domain. It 
comprised matter which threw a great deal of 
light upon that important subject. 
of printing an additional number of the document 
would, if done now, be very small. 
it was laid on the table, (there being some new 
Senators unsupplied,) he moved to printan extra || 
number of copies, that they might be also sup- 
plied. He was then admonished by the Chair 
that, inasmuch as the document was not one | 
properly within the possession of the Senate, it 
would be necessary to submit a formal resolution 
for that object. He then promised that, on a | 
more suitable occasion, he would submit such a | 
resolution. With that view, considering that the 
information contained in the document was of | 

reat interest to the people of the United States, 
e had prepared the one now under consideration. || 

Mr. KING had supposed that it was the in- || 
tention of the honorable Senator from Michigan, || 
{Mr. Woopprince,] who had some time ago 
presented a proposition asking the Senate to print 
acertain number of copies of the document re- || 
ferred to, in suffering the consideration of his | 
motion to be delayed so long, not to renew that | 
motion. Now, he held that document in his hand; 
and a more extraordinary document, he must be 
permitted to say, he had never seen emanate from 
any committee in either House of Congress. A 
great portion of the document was justas useless | 
as any waste paper which could be found. The | 
report itself was certainly drawn with some abil- | 
ity; but what did the collection of useful matter 
consist of? Some hundreds of names attached | 
to memorials, toasts, private letters of individuals, | 
and altogether the strangest melange that he ever | 
met with in any public document. It was a doc- | 
ument published by the House of Representatives | 
without an examination of its contents, and with- | 
out knowing what they were about, before the | 
last Congress had closed, and just placed on the | 
table of the Senate at the next session—in March, |, 
he believed. The report was by William Cost | 
Johnson, of Maryland. He admitted that it was | 
drawn with considerable ability; but it was far | 
from being a useful document, necessary for the | 
Senate and the country. It would be just as | 
beneficial to put together so ark newspapers, 
indifferently chosen, whether Whig or Demo- 
eratic, and print them. He could but express | 
hie surprise that the honorable Senator should | 
make such a motion. Here was one memorial | 

—by whom? By twelve columns of names | 
He asked Senators whether they could derive any | 








Soon after || 


| not in order, as the rule carried the matter to the 


Committee on Printing. 

Mr. ALLEN asked whether the rule carried 
the document before that committee without any 
motion for such reference? 

The CHAIR was understood to say that the 
rule was imperative, that all propositions to print 
any matter except resolutions from State Legis- 
| latures must be referred to the committee. Such 


| was his reading of the rule. ° 


Mr. ALLEN said he was only going to state 


| that this report was made for the purpose of en- 


| forcing a policy —— 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER insisted that the 


The expense || question was not debatable; that the proposition 


| must go to the committee without debate. 
Mr. ALLEN observed that he would not de- 
bate it. He merely wished to call the attention 


of the Senate and the committee to the fact that | 


| this report was made for the purpose of enforcing 
/@ proposition by which it was proposed to as- 

sume, on the part of this Government, two hun- 
| dred millions of State debts. It was to the char- 


|| acter of the report, and the object for which it was 


made, that he especially invited the attention of 
the committee. That was the reason why he 
asked whether it was in order to make a motion 
to lay it on the table. He did not wish to refer 


| it to the committee, because he intended moving 


to lay it on the table himself, as the best means of 
preventing the action of the committee upon it. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE was understood to reply 


| to the remarks of the Senator from Alabama as to 
| the character of the matter the document con- 


tained, that he made the proposition to print with 
a view to the great importance of the matter it 
contained; but he did not consider that it was at 
all important that the columns of names attached 
to a particular memorial, comprised in the docu- 
ment, should be retained and reprinted. He did 
not introduce the proposition that such matter 
might be printed, but for the reason that the doc- 


ument did contain statistical matter having a | 


bearing 7 important interests in the country. 


Mr. A 


proposition on the table? 


he PRESIDING OFFICER was under the | 


impression that, on any question of printing, it 
was not in order, because the rule emphatically 


said that all propositions to print should go to the | 


committee. 


Mr. MERRICK coincided with the interpre- | 


tation given to the rule by the Chair. The very 
object of the rule, he contended, was to preclude 

reliminary debate on a proposition ta print. De- 
Date would be in order after the committee shall 
have reported upon a proposition to print. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the motion to lay on 
the table, insisting that it was in order, on the 
ground that the Senate never intended, by its 
rules, to render itself powerless. 

Mr. MERRICK maintained that it was not in 
order; for a motion of the kind would defeat the 
rule, which provided that all propositions to print 
should go to the committee, except resolutions 


benefit from looking over a list of names, com- || from the States. 


prising ten or twelve peges of this report, to sec | 
whether the memorial was worthy of considera- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER wasagain under- 
stood to say, that, after a proposition to print was 


LEN inquired of the Chair whether i | 
was notin order to submit a motion to lay the | 


} 
} 





















BO to the 
ON to lay 


once received by the Senate, it must 
committee; but, before it was received 
order for any Senator to submit a moti 
the proposition to print on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN said he was not disposed to es.) 
about the decision of the Chair, but he aot 
fully asked whether it was not in order to = 
resolution on the table at any time when jt W : 
pending before the Senate? " 

The PRESIDING OFFICER was underst 
to say that this was nota resolution in fact, thous) 
it was apparently so in form, but was Simply 
proposition to print certain documents, " 

Mr. ALLEN said it was certainly a resolutig 
in form; and he moved to lay it on the table : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER said the resoly. 
tion being a proposition to print, and having bee, 
received, must, under the rule, go to the commit. 
tee. 

Mr. MeDUFFIE contended that there was no 
rule of that or any other legislative body, whic) 
capetves themselves of the power to get rid of, 
subject by laying it on the table. There was no 
such principle in parliamentary law. Was th 
Senate obliged to refer a matter to a committe. 
though they might believe unanimously that ; 
ought not to be referred? The motion to lay oy 
the table was one of those privileged questions 
which was always in order. 

Some further remarks upon this point wer 
made by Messrs. MERRICK and KING, the 
former supporting the decision of the Chair, and 
the latter maintaining that the Senate had the 
power to lay any subject upon the table; that the 
laying of this proposition on the table would not 
defeat the object of the rule directing the refer. 
ence of propositions to print to that committee, 
its object being to prevent the printing of useless 
matter, and not to prevent debate on propositions 
to print. The motion to lay on the table was per. 
fectly in accordance with the purpose of the rule, 
The subject here dropped, and the matter went 
to the committee. 


COURTS IN OHIO. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Semp.e yesterday, was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into, and report on, the expediency of 
requiring the circuit and district courts within the district 
of tllinois, to hold alternately the terms of said court at 
Chicago and Springfield, in said State. . 


PENSION CLAIMS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Arcuer yesterday, was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of transferring from the 
State to the War Department such of the papers purchased 
of Washington’s heirs as constitute evidence of the service 
upon which claims to pensions are adjusted. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


The bill from the House making appropriation 
for the payment of revolutionary and other pen- 
sioners of the United States, for the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1845, was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee 6n Finance. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


The bill relating to the office of surveyor gen- 
eral of the United States for Ohio, Indiana, and 
Michigan, providing for the removal of that office 
from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Detroit, Michigan, was 
read the third time, and passed. 


W. DE PUYSTER AND H. M. CRUGER. 


The bill for the relief of William De Puyster 
and Henry M. Cruger was read the third time, 
and passed. 


SLAVE REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. ARCHER presented resolutions adopted 
by the General Assembly of Virginia in response 
to the resolutions adopted by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, proposing to amend the Const- 
tution so as to exclude from the basis of Federal 
representation the three-fifths of slave population. 
Among the Virginia resolutions were the follow- 
ing, unanimously adopted by the Legislature of 
that State: 

“1, That we cannot regard these resolutionis as in truth 
a proposition to amend the Federal Constitution ; but one 
virtually to dissolve the Union. 

“2. That whilst we have forborne the expression of com- 
plaint at the disturbance of ihe peace and safety of the 
South by the agitation of the subject of our peculiar domes- 
tic institutions by individuals and voluntary societies at the 
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North, wer a sister State as in the highest degree unjust, 


autho ‘aithless to the compromises of the Constitution, 
unkind, he deepest condemnation of every patriot and 


ant 
and wot the Union.”’ 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. ARCHER moved that they be printed. 
He remarked that when similar resolutions, in- 
yroduced by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. 
Bacsy,] were under discussion the other day, that 
Senator, after having moved the printing of the 
Alabama resolutions, moved also to take from the 
table and have printed the resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Massachusetts, (which, at his in- 
siance, had been laid on the table,) to which they 
were responsive. Athis (Mr. A.’s) instance the 
motion to take up the proposition to print the 
Massachusetts resolutions was withdrawn, under 
a promise that he would, when he presented the 
Virginia resolutions responsive thereto, renew the 
motion to print. He, like the honorable Senator 
from Alabama, was disposed to have the resolu- 





THE CONG 


tions of the Massachusetts Legislature printed. | 


jt was nothing more than fair that they should be 


rinted and go to the country alongside of those | 


responsive to them. 


The question was then put on printing the | 


Virginia resolutions, and carried in the affirma- 
e. 
The question recurring on the motion to take 
up the proposition to print the Massachusetts 
resolutions, 
Mr. BAGBY asked the Senator from Virginia 
not to press the motion this morning. He was 


preparing & series of resolutions, which he in- | 
tended to move When the question was taken on | 


the motion to print the resolutions from Massa- 
chusetts. e preferred, therefore, that the Sen- 


ator would defer the motion until to-morrow | 


morning. 
Mr. ARCHER then withdrew his motion. 


RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. 


On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill to grant a 


certain quantity of land toimprove Fox and Wis- | 


consin rivers, and to connect the same by acanal 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. The question 
pending being the amendmentof Mr. Haywoop, 
providing that the quantity of land appropriated 
by this bill shall be deducted for the five hundred 
thousand acres to which Wisconsin will be enti- 


tled by the distribution bill, when she comes as | 


a State into the Union. 

Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that he had given 
his reasons to the Senate for making the motion 
to amend the bill, as proposed on a former day, 
atthe time he made thatmotion. If those reasons 
were deemed worthy of influencing the minds of 
Senators, he had no doubt they would be recol- 
lected. He would not repeat themin detail. But 
itmight perhaps be his duty, as the mover of 
this new section of the bill, to answer the only 
objection which had been urged against it by the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. -Por- 
TeR;) and it would be no difficult matter to do it. 


Mr. H, said the eighth section of the distribu- | 


tion act was the only important part of that law 
which was now in force. All of that act, except 
what gave donations to new States and preémp- 
tions, remained suspended by force of the tariff. 
The authors of this distribution law, in the very 
words of the eighth section, professed and declared 
that the donations of lands to the new States and 
Territories for internal improvements should be 


deducted from the gratuity of five hundred thou- || 


sand acres secured to such State or Territory. 
Mr. H. here read the eighth section of the dis- 
tribution act of 1841, the language of which was, 
in substance, that the Territories, when admitted 
into the Union as States, should be entitled to five 


hundred thousand acres of land, deducting so | 
much as they may have received previous to their | 


admission. 


The Congress which passed this distribution | 


law had thus declared and settled the rule of 
their equity, and had made it a rule of law. It 
was not a very great concession for Senators to 
admit, therefore, that the rule should not be en- 
larged in favor of the new States and Territories, 
until we were prepared to abandon the distribu- 
lon law. That this, however, migitt not be done 
by indirection, the bill to give Wisconsin the three 


hundred and twenty thousand acres fora Fox || 
river canal, he hac proposed to amend, by a pos- | 


be solved now. 
these lands in satisfaction of the distribution law, 
as Senators averred they thought the law did 
mean, let the amendment be passed. 
not, reject it, and adopt the amendment of the 
Senator from Ohio, which he had proposed in 
case the Senate rejected the one now offered. Let 
the Senate say yes or no; and not leave doubt, at 
present expressed, to ripen into a future contro- 
| versy between the United States and Wisconsin. 
| What the Senate gives, let it be done boldly. If 
the law were uncertain without it, the sonieskaninn 
would make it certain. 
-the amendment, after doubts had been expressed 
in the Senate, would make it more certain and 
secure. 
question. Itpresented the single inquiry, whether 
those who passed the distribution act meant to 
abandon its equity and its policy? Whether they 
intended to enlarge the donations to new States 
| and Territories, whilst the other provisions of the 
| law were suspended by the excess of taxation? 
| He desired to have that question answered by 
| yeasand nays. He asked for them, and remarked 
that he had some other amendments to offer. 








this attack by the bighest constitutional || itive declaration that such donation should be in 
part satisfaction of Wisconsin’s half million pres- 
ent from the extra Congress of 1841! Was any- 
thing more reasonable ? 


The honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. 


Porter] had said it was unnecessary to adopt the 
amendment. 
cause he thought such would be the law without 
the amendment, as well as with it. 
(asked Mr. H.) did the friend of the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. ‘TattmMapGe] oppose the amend- 
ment? 
the other friends of the bill say one way, and the 
Senate another? 
H.) expressed in the face of the Senate, and in 
| the presence of Senators; and yet would they re- 
fuse to put those doubts at rest and prevent future 
dispute? 


Mr. H. supposed he said this be- 


Why, then, 


Unnecessary, and free of doubt, when 


There was a doubt (said Mr. 


No, no. 


If the Senate intended to give 


If they did 


If it were certain already, 


He hoped the Senate understood the 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. PORTER remarked that, the other day, 


| when he aliuded to the eighth section of the dis- 
tribution act, it was for the purpose of calling the 
attention of the Senator from New York [Mr. 
| ‘TaLLMADGE] to it, presuming that he had over- 
looked it; and not with a view of making any op- 
position to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from North Carolina. 
| 'TaLtymMapGe] had examined into the matter, that 
| Senator had coincided with him (Mr. P.) in opin- 
'jion, that the three hundred and fifty thousand 
| acres of land proposed to be granted to the Ter- 
rity of Wisconsin should necessarily be deducted 
from the five hundred thousand pledged to that 
Territory under the distribution act. 


Since he [Mr. 


Mr. ARCHER suggested to the honorable 


gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Haywood] 
that the time for the special order of the day— 
the Oregon question—had arrived. 


Mr. HAYWOOD observed that the bill was 


not in his hands. 

* Mr. TALLMADGE hoped that, as the action 
of the Senate had already been so long delayed 
upon this bill, the question would be taken upon 
it, and that it be disposed of. 


Mr. ARCHER said that would interfere with 


the purpose of the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey in a way that he believed the courtesy of 
Senate would not countenance. 


Mr. TALLMADGE consented that the bill 


| should be passed over; and the further consider- 
ation of it was accordingly postponed till to-mor- 
| row. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 
On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the bill reducing 


the rates of postage, restricting the franking priv- 
| ilege, and to prevent frauds in the revenues of the 
Post Office Department, was taken up, and made 
the special order of the day for Monday next. 


THE OREGON QUESTION. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


| resolution submitted by Mr. Sempte, in the fol- 
lowing words: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


| quested to give notice to the British Government that it is 
| the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con- 
vention coneluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and his Britannic Majesty the King of 


| 
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the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 
20th October, 1818, and indefinitely continued by the cop- 
vention between the same parties, signed at London on the 
6th of August, 1827. ‘ 


Mr. MILLER, after a few prefatory remarks, 


said he had hoped that what had transpired since 
the question was before the Senate would have 
led ail sides to the conclusion that it would be 
better and wiser to postpone further discussion, 


| unul there appeared a necessity for action, 


The 


question now presented itself in two aspects—the 
first arising from the resolution offered by the 
honorable Senator from Illinois, bearing on and 
affecting ina material degree our foreign relations; 
and the second from the bill reported by the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri, which went for 


immediate occupation of the Oregon, and in an 
Phe line of true policy and | equal degree affected our domestic policy. One 
fair legislation required that these doubts should 


| measure depended on the other—the resolution 


being a pioneer or make-way for the bill. 


He ob- 


jected to the resolution, as it appeared to him an 
| attempt to take the question wholly from the trea- 
| ty-making power, and to settle it by the prema- 


| ture action of the legislative body. 


This was the 


open and avowed reason given by the introducer 
of the resolution, and of the gentlemen who sup- 


ported his views. 


They said they did not wish 


to trust the rights and interests of the country to 
negotiation; they were afraid of being outwitted 
or cheated by diplomacy; they were afraid that 
the interests and honor of the country, as far as 
they were involved in this question, would be 


in 


eglected or injured by leaving them where they 


| were for the last twenty or thirty years, in the 
| guardianship of the Executive, checked and reg- 
| ulated as that Executive was by the very persons 


expressing such apprehensions, 


It was as Sen- 


ators expressing a doubt of themselves; for with- 
out the consent of that body, no treaty could be 
effected. 


A treaty was (he contended) in every sense 


more desirable and more safe in this case than any 
| legislative interference. 
in their executive capacity, and then no shadow 
could be cast on the honor of the country, no sac- 
rifice of the interests of the people allowed; nor 
would one inch of territory be given up, except 
it seemed just and equitable to two thirds of their 
number. 
ence, and called on Senators to reflect on the awk- 
ward position they would be placed in if—when 


Let it come before them 


He deprecated any legislative interfer- 


‘the matter which, in the course of events, and 


judging from the past, he hoped would be re- 
turned for their consi /eration in shape of a treaty 


| —they found themselves, by a former vote, re- 
| stricted in a manner from giving to it that impar- 
' tial and unprejudiced attention which, as a matter 


| of so great importance, it would require. 
not a subject that could be terminated in any other 


It was 


| way than by convention; and hence, it was un- 


wise and impolitic to attempt, b 


remature 


any 
| legislative interference, to Gieuie or obstruct its 


| speedy settlement. 


He looked on it as a simple 


| question of boundary, and not as one of general 


importance, on which the national honor or in- 
| terests rested. 


It was not a question calling for 


| the surrender of a single inch of territory; it was 
+ merely to define the point to where that territory 


| extended. 


The controversy (if any) was one re- 


| lating to two or three degrees of north latitude; the 
| value of which was at least problematical. The 
| negotiation was not one that, in any way, could 
| affect the honor or interests of the country. If 


} 
| 


allowed to proceed, it could only settle the exact 
line of boundary, and establish a land-mark, show- 
ing the exact extent of our possessions. 
knowledged the question to be, in some respects, 
of importance; but, in regard to extent, it should 
be considered trifling indeed. 


He ac- 


The negotiating 


| parties—England on one side, and America on 
| the other—might be likened to two respectable 
| farmers, each possessing from one to two thou- 
| sand acres of land, and disputing as their respect- 
| ive boundaries being one or two feet north or 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


south of a certain tree. In this case, if arbitra- 
tion was shut out, the farmers’ men might quar- 
rel; blood might be spilt, life sacrificed, and the 
substance of both wasted in the strife. So would 
it be between those two great nations, if negotia- 


| tion was prevented. 


Where, then, he asked, was the man, endowed 


| with a common share of wisdom, viewing the 


| matter in this its proper light, who would not use 


j 


all means not derogatory to the national honor, or 
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injurious to national interests, to bring it toa fair | 


and amicable terminus? He could see no reason 
for viewing with distrust or suspicion the treaty- 
making power of this Government; let it be looked 
into, and nothing will appear to justify a suspi- 
cion of foul dealing or careless action in regard 
to the rights of the people as settled at any time 
by the treaty-making power. The honorable 
Senator from Illinois expressed himself afraid 
that, by negotiation, we would lose our rights. 
Why afraid? When we spoke of the possibility 
of matching our strength and courage with others, 
of meeting the enemy in the field, when the ques- 
tion was one of physical force, of life and death, 


then were we strong enough to contend against | 


the strongest nation on the earth; but, when the 
controversy assumed another shape—when mind 
met mind, and statesmenconfronted statesmen— 
then, according to the doctrine attempted to be 
ineuleated by the supporters of this resolution, 
we quailed like cowards, and, through very fear, 
gave up our rights. ‘This, he contended, was 
paying a poor compliment to the courage and in- 
telligence of our distinguished men, from Frank- 
lin to the present day—a continuous link of talent 
and patriotism, that for sagacity and honorable 
shrewdness might vie with the statesmen of any 
nation on the face of the earth. 

Mr. M. then commented on the state of the 
country at the time of President Harrison’s in- 
auguration in respect to the northeastern bound- 
ary. Along each side of the disputed line stood 
men armed with the weapons of death ready to 
contest their titles. In England, as in this coun- 


try, the excitement became intense; and the good | 
and the wise of both countries saw but one way | 


of escaping from the mass of serious difficulties 
that surrounded the question. Excitement con- 
tinued to increase, until at last all probability of 
an amicable arrangement was almost given up as 
hopeless. At this point, however, the ambassa- 
dor of peace arrived on our shore. He was met 


in a proper spirit, and, from the first interview in | 


Washington between the members of the English 
and American Cabinets, but a few short months 


elapsed until] peace was secured, without infringe- | 


ment on the honor of either nation, and to the 
satisfaction of the great body of the people; and 
the negotiation that effected that peace would ever 


stand a bright example to the world of what could || 
be done in settling a matter involving the rights || cient enemy. 
and honor of a nation, when proper sense and 


proper feeling were brought to aid in the settle- | 


ment. When that treaty was under executive con- 
sideration in the Senate, a proposition was made 
by an honorable Senator from Maine—not now a 
member of this bod y—to abandon the treaty, and 
to refer it to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
with certain instructions. 


Mr. TAPPAN rose to a question of order. | 
What passed in executive session could not be || 


referred to in open debate. 

Mr. MILLER. The proposition alluded to 
was published, and in the hands of all; it conse- 
quently could be no breach of order to allude to 
it. That proposition went on to recommend the 
President to take possession of the whole coun- 
try in dispute, and, by doing so, put an end toall 
negotiation; but when put to the Senate, it was 
supported by only eight votes. 


THE C 


was wrong, that gentleman, he hoped, would soon 
be in his seat, and would then correct any error 
which he, or the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey, might have fallen into. 

Mr. MILLER did not profess to give the rea- 
sons which actuated the Senator from Missouri. 
Hie found his name in the Journal among the 
nays; and from that took his authority. He did 
not say that his reasons, were other than those 
stated by the Senator from Ohio. 

He acknowledged the importance to every 
country of having a defined boundary line; and 
where it was not, then the duty of Government 
was to settle it without loss of time; and that set- 
tlement, he contended, could be only by conven- 
tion. This was the way all questions of the kind 
ever were, and ever would be, settled. War 
never did, and never could, settle a boundary line 
—ex perience taught us so; for, after our two wars 
—the war of the Revolution and the last war— 
when peace was restored and our rights admitted, 
the question of extent of boundary was left to be 
settled by convention. Look to the treaty of 
Ghent, and section after section will be found 


| providing for the appointment of commissioners 


to settle boundary lines, and pointing out the du- 


| ties of “an officer to arbitrate on all differences 
The line 


arising between such commissioners. 
of our northwestern boundary, he was convinced, 
could never be settled by war. Your arms (he 
said) may be successful; you may, at the sacri- 
fice of life and wealth, attain all the honor and 
glory of conquest; but when peace arrives, the 
boundary question will be found in the same 


shape, and have to be then settled by convention. | 


The manner of settling the minor differences of 
nations had changed within the last half century. 
War was no longer the only means of adjustment; 
that time had passed; and (thanks to the influ- 
ence of the Christian religion, the progress of 


| civilization, and the advancement of the arts and 


sciences) peace was now the arbitrator. Hesub- 
mitted to the Senate and the nation at large, if 
anything could be more disgraceful than for Eng- 
land and America to suffer themselves to be driven 
into open hostility on a question which admitted 
of honorable settlement by peaceable negotiation ? 


| The offending nation would never stand excused 


in the face of the world. 

Much had been said about England as our an- 
He thought, as public men, they 
should speak of no enemy but a present one. 
What happened between both countries was on 
record. ‘The mother and child conflicted in the 
field and in the cabinet; and though they did, he, 
for one, believed they entertained towards each 
other still the kindly feelings of relationship. He 


allowed that conflicts between this country and 


England still existed; but they were conflicts 
which, he hoped, would continue to exist. They 
were conflicts calling into action all our moral 
energy as a nation; conflicts for the furtherance 
of commerce, the opening a wider field for labor, 
and for the advancement of civil and religious lib- 
erty. In those conflicts we were engaged in what 
was now going on in Brazil, in China, and in all 
the islands of the sea. Our Navy was to be found 


in all parts of the world; flitting with her white 
| wings, like the water-fowl, in every sea; striving 
The honorable || 
Senator from Missouri, {Mr. Benron}]—the cause || 


with noble emulation to outvie England in all that 


OE SL eee. 


_spected, to require the tinsel 


may remain without our title being in the slichy, 
est degree weakened. Butlet the proposed noticg 


| ment, civil and military, at the mouth of the Co. 


| would still remain open to be settled by conven. 


‘| cast a doubt on our title, it was the avidity with 


_ Mareh ", 


lor 

successful war bestows. nT wa oy 

It was said the notice sought to be given ) 
this resolution was necessary to protect our ti), 
by putting an end to the joint occupancy, H 
would not go into the question of title, but would 
consider what effect giving this notice would hay, 
on our title. By the convention of 18]8 j, 
agreed, after settling a line there laid down 
any claim on the northwest coast of Am 
should be open for ten years, without Prejudice 
to the rights of either. This clause was renewed 
by the convention of 1827, and so remains, and 


lave 
Was 
that 
rica 


be given: then both countries are thrown on their 
title; and as things stand at present, Great Bri. 
ian would have decidedly the advantage; gh. 
would have more occupancy; she would haye 
more possession; and the only way to counterag, 
her advantages would be then to meet occupancy 
with occupancy, possession with possession, 
This would be the right course to take, if the jp. 
terests of the nation or the will of the people go 
require. In that case it would be right to give 
the proposed notice; but if, on the contrary, the 
interests of the nation, as well as of the people 
called not for it, how then would the case stanq: 
Our title never depended, like that of England, on 
| occupancy; it rested on a better foundation—tha 
| of contiguity, early discovery and treaties, ceding 
to us the undisputed right of other nations, Sup. 
pose you abrogate the convention, and follow the 
notice by the bill to take possession; and that 
England will not meet you, but allow you to pro. 
ceed, erect stockades and forts, and form asettle. 


_lumbia; would that settle the boundary either at 
499 or 54° 40'? No. The boundary question 


tion. He did not conceive there was any neces. 
sity for the feverish heat with which gentlemen 
| opposite pressed on for immediate occupation, 
He, on the contrary, thought, if anything could 


| which some persons seemed to rush on, to estab- 
lish it by force. Thisanxiety expressed a doubt 
in our own mind of its validity, and showed us 
to be afraid of time. Whereas, viewing the mat- 
| ter in its true light, time would rather strengthen 
that title, and give English improvements and the 
fruits of English enterprise to the United States, 
Mr. M. then proceeded to examine what effect 
the proposed action would have on our domestic 
olicy. The Senator from Illinois had declared 
bie object, in offering the resolution, to be to pre- 
| pare the way for the bill providing for the occu- 
pation of Oregon. The resolution was, in pro- 
fessional language, a notice to quit, while the bill 
was the writ of ejectment. ‘This bill proposed to 
extend our territory from the Rocky Mountains 
to the Pacific—to possess and people an area of 
some thousands of square miles, guarded and de- 
fended throughout by a continuous line of stock- 
ades and forts; and,as an inducement to our citi- 
zens, it promised every male over eighteen years 
six hundred and forty acres, with an additional 
one hundred and sixty acres for every wife and 
child. This was, no doubt, a magnificent project, 
full of adventure, and full of enterprise—an ap- 





ee -—  - - | 


_isgood and honorable. Will you, then,(heasked,) 
call this Navy home? Will you send forth the 
trumpet blast across the mighty deep, to put a | 
stop to commerce and enterprise, and call home 
_ your Navy to contend for a few thousand acres 
of wild and — land beyond the Rocky 


peal to our love of dominion, and all the glory 
following in the train of an Indian war. But be- 
fore the adoption of this chivalric enterprise, It 
would be wise to consider the effects it would have 
|| on the great interests of the country, the national 

wealth, the prosperity of the Unlon, the habits 
and character of the people, the public Treasury, 
and our Indian relations. These great questions, 
which are not sectional, but national, and in which 


of whose absence from his seat he much regretted | 
—though opposed in that case, as in this, to all 
negotiation, yet when the question was put home 
to him would not, nor would those he acted with, 
(save the eight before alluded to,) take on them- | 
selves the responsibility of driving the country || Mountains? his country, he felt confident, 


into a war. ' || would pursue no such destructive policy. Eng- 
Mr. ALLEN deemed it proper, as the honor- || land and America were, he contended, the most 





able Senator from Missouri was not in his seat, | 
to give his impressions as to the reasons that in- | 


fluenced that honorable Senator in giving the vote 
he did on the resolution read by the honorable 
Senator from New Jersey. That resolution was 
for taking possession of dhe entire territory in dis- 


pute; but the Senator from Missouri was only | 
satified as to our right up to what was termed the | 


Dutch line, and therefore could not vote for the 
resolution. He distinctly remembered the cir- 
cumstance, for on that occasion he differed in 


opinion with his friend now absent, as he (Mr. | 
A.) went for taking the possession of the whole. 


Ee believed he was right in giving this explana- 


free and happy countries on the face of the earth. 
Wherever good was to be done, the one princi- 
ple actuated them; and wherever oppression ex- 
isted, they were found redressing it. From that 


little island went forth men and principles which | 


caused a revolution throughout the world; from 
that holy mission sprang forth seventeen million 


freemen, now peopling ths fertile and happy land. || 


Bring these great divisions in mortal conflict, and 
from that moment you endanger both English 
and American liberty. He, however, anticipated 
no war; it was not the interest of either countr 

to go to war on any subject that could be avoided. 


| War was not our policy. We stand a nation too 


tion of the honorable Senator’s reasons; but if he |! great, too powerful, with a name too much re- 


| interested, seem wholly to have been overlooked 
| by the promoters of the measure. 





| the East, West, North, and South, are equally 


Nr. M. went on to argue on the injury all these 
would sustain by adopting the policy of the gen- 
tlemen who advocated possession. He would not 
_speak of the nature of the country, whether it 
wasa sterile, worthless soil, ora land flowing with 
milk or honey. Its occupation in either case for 
agricultural purposes must take from the wealth 
of the nation; but if possession was demanded 





|| by the people, would it not be wise to imitate the 


| children of Israel, who, before proceeding to take 
— of the promised land, sent forwar« 
‘from among them men commissioned to spy !t 
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and report to them its nature? 


“ do this before we sent our people to Ore- | 


well to 
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It would be | Rocky Mountains. Besides, all the country on 


this side of the Rocky Mountains is our own, 


roads, rivers, canals, and railroads. Nobody dis- 


n, where, although they would not have to || with established boundaries, and connected by 
e ’ 


read meeting with a fiery serpent, they might | 


eet worse in the untutored and revengeful In- | putes it with us. 
‘ian The land of Oregon was a land of reserve, | piness. 


We enjoy it in peace and hap- 
Let this country, thus united by nature 


which never could be profitably occupied by us || and art, be still more knit together by the labor 


yotii we first settled and fertilized the valley of 


the Mississipp!- 


Whilst the United States Government holds 
such avast public domain of fertile lands, to bring 
Oregon now into a state of cultivation would be 
like a farmer ponene with his poorest soil, 
directing his labor, and that of his family and 


yants 
oe eting the best and most fertile. To send our 
opulation, or any part of it, to Oregon, to bestow 
its labor on a distant and sterile soil, would be 
acting a imprudent with the farmer in the 
case cited. What wealth can we gain by the oc- 
cupancy of Oregon? The projectis nothing more 


nor less than a project to make a distant colony. 


But what excuse have we for this, with the vast || 


valley of the Mississippi, with lands of unequaled 
fertility, in great part yet unoccupied? He could 
not see the policy or wisdom of a farmer passing 
by the rich lands of the Mississippi valley, to go 
into Oregon and waste his labor upon a sterile 
soil, distant from all markets and civilization. 
We have an abundance of lands yet to dispose 
of, capable of sustaining one hundred millions of 
inhabitants. 


abundance. A crusade upon the wilderness has 


| of the citizens from the north to the south, and 
| from the east tothe west. A shadowing forth of 
a division of it into three parts had been made; 
such a division, however, never could take place. 


| But he had too much faith in the patriotism of 


i} ~ . 
|| the Senator who drew the figure to believe he 


to the improvement of his worst lands, || 


| would even desire such adivision. He was sure 


that Senator would be among the first to resist it. 


|| This country had enough to do for fifty years 





} 


Our sin had been to waste this || 


| 
| 


| to come in taking care of and improving the ter- 


|| ritory east of the Rocky Mountains, and should 


not dilute or distract its resources by attempting 
to carry emigration beyond that barrier. 

The bill to follow this resolution offers a bounty 
for emigration. But what sort of emigration 
would it be? It could, in practice, encourage 
, nothing but the wild spirit of adventure. No one 
| would go to Oregon really for agricultural or mer- 
| cantile purposes; it could be for nothing but to 
| gratify this spirit of adventure. There was too 
much ofthat spirit prevalent throughout the coun- 
| try already; and, to say the least of it, there 
| should be no legislation to encourage its stronger 
development. 
| ‘There was a vast difference between this spirit 
| of adventure, carrying part of our population to 


been got up of late years. Peter the Hermitnever || Oregon, and the emigration from the old States 


congregated eae ee 
yenturersas the mania foremigrating tothe West 
in search of new lands. That ae all be very 
well if those lands were to be occupied, cultivated, 
and improved. But that is not the case. They 
are coveted and bought up for generations to 
come. Futurity is to see them occupied and cul- 
tivated. 


Mr. M. went into statistical statements show- || 


ing that 260,000,000 acres east of the Missis- 
sippi are yet unsold; beyond the Mississippi 
700,000,000—making, in all, 1,000,000,000 yet 
unappropriated, belonging either to the Govern- 
mentor the Indians. In the old States there are 
30,000,000 acres of land locked up and unoccu- 

ied. The nine States and Territories where the 
immense body of unoccupied land lies, contain 
only 5,000,000 of population. Did not this leave 
ample room for all the emigration wanted by the 
United States for generations to come? It had 
been proved that the advance of population west 
had been by a regular progress—something like 
seventeen and a half miles a year; at which rate 
it would take one hundred years yet to get over 
our western Jands to the eastern foot of the Rocky 


Mountains. With all this in view, what possible || and sow the-seeds of future discords? 


| 


| 
| 


|| united with us could not be gratified, contem- || 


| 
i 
} 
| 


| 


such a number of enthusiastic ad- || to the new and more fertile States of the West. 


| This emigration to the West has been an advance 
of civilization, connected by a regular chain of 
| gradation with the old States; but the emigra- 
| tion to Oregon would be a cutting off, by an in- 
| tervening desert of thousands of miles, the civil- 
| ization of the United States from its distant col- 
ony. 
What had been the effect of the sort of emigra- 
| tion induced by the spirit of adventure? What 
| but to throw those who indulged in it out of the 

jurisdiction of the United States, as in the instance 

of Texas, there to waste their energies in conflicts 
| with territorial borderers, as with Mexico. At 
best, even if successful, it was but raising up a 
new interest, at some future day to come in com- 

petition with this Union. Texas, it was reported 
| even already, felt the weakness of its isolated 
| position, and if its most anxious desire of being 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| plated offering itself to any nation able to protectit. 
| ‘Thisavarice for theaccession of territory might 
| be pushed to embrace all the country between the 
| Gulf of Mexico and the North pole; but what 
| could result from this but to weaken the Union, 


Oregon, 


utility to the United States could it be to occupy || indeed, if organized and occupied by us, might 


Oregon with a division of our agricultural popu- 
lation? The strength and wealth of a nation did 
not consist in having a vast territory of unoccu- 


pied lands; but on the profitable cultivation of its || 


soil,and the productive industry of its inhabit- 


ans. A country may be weakened and impov- | 
erished by too large an extent of territory, and | 


by endeavoring to spread its population over too 
greata space. The evils of too dense a popula- 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| remain united to this country as longas itreceived 
| protection and appropriations from the General 
| Government; but the moment it found itself strong 
enough it would separate from the Union, forming 
| a distinct interest, hostile to ours, and calculated, 
as her star became the morning star, to make ours 
_ the evening star. 

| Mr. M.next considered the question of finance 
| connected with the occupation of Oregon. . The 


} 
| 


tion, on the other hand, are, to cause the people || first outlay for military posts, &c., would be very 
to fy off from the Government, and seek out new || great; but there were other expenses to follow, year 
colonization. The medium line is the only de- || after year, increasing as they progressed, much 


sirable line. 
Mr. M. then showed the rate of population in 


greater and more onerous; but all these expenses 
| were trifling in comparison with the expenses 


this country for each square mile, distinguishing || sure to follow Indian wars. If it cost $40,000,000 
the ratio of the respective States. His object || to remove two thousand Indians from Florida, 
was to show that there was no necessity for col- || what would it cost to exterminate between two 
|| and three hundred thousand Indians, infesting 


onizing Oregon, on the ground of scarcity of lands, 


or on the ground of too great density of popula- 
tion, 


what would be the effect 
bia valley? Nature had fixed boundaries and 
landmarks for nations. 


north to the south, had been considered by phi- 
losophers as intended by nature for three great 
nations. He thought nature had pointed out 
houndaries for two nations only—one east of the 
Rocky Movntains, and the other west. The Al- 


|| pense would be enormous. 
Looking to our national strength and union, | 
colonizing the Colum- | 


A This great extent of ter- | 
ritory, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the | 


} 
' 


j 
‘ 


| the border of Oregon and thiscountry? The ex- 
To support a suffi- 


cient standing army to oppose those Indians, | 


| would require more revenue and taxation than 
ever could be raised from duties on imports. 


The Indian had rights which ought to be con- | 
Mr. M. hoped the same | 


sidered and respected. 
| policy pursued for eight or ten years by this 


| Government towards the Indians, would be con- | 
There had | 
| been removed from this side of the Mississippi, | 
|| ninety thousand Indians; and there remained yet 
> i} 

leghany mountains were not of the same char-| to be removed about twenty thousand. He} 
acter, and had not all the attributes of national | thought this year would witness the removal of | 


boundaries so strikingly characteristic of the || the last of the red men west of the Mississippi. | 


| tinued. Humanity demanded it. 
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| When their history is written, it will not be the 


brightest page in the annals of this country. 
Within a few years, he acknowledged, a more 
kind and considerate policy towatds them had 
been pursued. 

Beyond the Mississippi there are between two 
and three hundred thousand Indians, who have 
never felt the action of this Government for good 
or for evil. To these, ninety thousand have been 
added by removal. What is to be done with 
them? ‘There is no further west to send them to. 
If Oregon must be occupied by us, they will have 
to be either exterminated or removed from be- 
tween that territory and us. Emigrants to Ore- 
gon will otherwise have to meet them, and dis- 
pute their footing step by step. 

When the time comes that our people have not 
territory enough at home, and they shall be 
forced to look out for more space, it will be time 
enough to dispute the possession of Oregon with 
the Indians, who have no other foothold left to 
them. 

A good deal had been said about western cour- 
age and spirit, as if in contradistinction to eastern 
courage and spirit. He admitted that the West 
was entitled to the utmost praise for these quali- 
ties. They had been conspicuous whenever oc- 
casion called for their exercise. But where did 
the West get these qualities? From the same 
fathers, the same blood, which were displayed at 

3unker Hill and Yorktown. It is of the same 
_ stock. The scion was taken from the same old 
tree which struck its roots deep into the banks of 
James river, and into the crevices of Plymouth 
| rock. Whenever the occasion occurs for a resort 
| to arms, it will be found that courage and spirit 
| were not sectional in this Union. 
| from the same blood, the same sires who achieved 
| the country’s glory—its independence. 
| Mr.BUCHANAN next obtained the floor, and 
observed that, understanding that it was the dis- 
position of the Senate to go into executive busi- 
ness to-morrow, and being desirous of submitting 
his views on the question, he would move to 
postpone the further consideration of the sub- 
ject to Monday next. 

On his motion, the subject was postponed to 

| Monday. 
DANIEL G. SKINNER. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the 
| relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of Alabama, was 
| taken up, read a third time, and passed. 
REGIMENT OF RIFLEMEN. 

} . 

| The bill to repeal so much of the act of 23d 
August, 1842, as requires the second regiment of 
| dragoons to be converted into a regiment of rifle- 
| men after the 4th of March, 1843, was read a 
| third time, and passed. 

| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
| Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
| ment. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Sen- 


. 2 
ate adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 7, 1844. 

| TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
| PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

| On motion of Mr. BURKE, (by leave,) it was 


Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to ascertain and 
| report to this House the reason why the documents of the 
} second and third sessions of the Twenty-Seventh Congress 

have not been bound and distributed according to law ; and, 
| also, whether the Printers of the last Congress have re- 
ceived full compensation for the said documents. 


| 
JOHN H. EATON. 
| On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be au- 
thorized to summon Major John H. Eaton to testify before 
them. 


GEORGE SINGLEY. 
On motion of Mr. FOSTER, it was 


| 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
| George Singley, a revolutionary soldier, on the pension roil, 
| under the act of June, 1832, and that his papers be referred 
| to that cominittee. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER said that reports from com- 
mittees were the first business in order; when 


They emanate ° 
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Mr. COBR, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of the heirs of John 
Forsyth, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
which were ragerred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. T. SMITH, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Conrad 
Haire; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. KING, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to provide 
for the better security of the lives of passengers 
on beard of vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam,’’ approved July 9, 1838, together with 
sundry memorials upon the same subject, re- 
ported an amendatory bill; which.was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING, of New York, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, made adverse reports on the 
petitions of Lovel G. Mickles and F.. J, South- 
worth; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the same commit- 
tee, to which was referred a bill from the Senate 
entitled ** An act to authorize a survey of the 


mouth of Red river, and for other purposes,”’ 


ar the same without amendment. 
r. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, made an unfavorable report on 


the resolutions of the Legislature of the State of | 
Ohio, in relation to the occupants of the lands | 


recently acquired from the Wyandott Indians; | 


which was laid on the table. 


Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the | 


Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 
inhabitants of New Jersey for a change of place 
for holding district courts, reported a bill for al- 
tering the places of holding the district courts of 
the United States for New Jersey; which was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of Peter Van 
Schmidt, in relation to a dry-dock ; and that it be referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis 
charged from the consideration of the petition of citizens of 
Ohio, in relation to the capture of slavers by private arined 

vessels ; and that it lie on the table. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill to authorize 
the transfer of the names of pensioners from the 
agencies in the State of Kentucky to the agency 
of Cincinnati, in the State of Ohio; which was 
passed. 

Mr. STEENROD, from the same committee, 


made areport upon the case of Elizabeth Greshom, | 


accompanied by a bill for her relief; which was 
twice read, and referred. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the same commit- 
tee, reported bills of the following titles; which 
were severally read twice, and referred toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole House: 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Blackemore, widow 
of George Blackemore; and ’ 

A bill for the relief of James Crawford. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred the bill to extend 
the provisions of an act entitled ‘An act supple- 
mentary to the act for the relief of certain surviv- 
ing officers and soldiers of the Revolution,”’ ap- 
proved 7th June, 1832, reported the same without 
amendment; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, made adverse reports upon the 
petitions of Fielding G. Brown and Jacob Liben- 
good; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFT, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the consideration of the petition of Fabius 
Whiting, of the United States Army, and that said petition 
lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFP, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the consideration of the petition of Lot 
Davis, aud that it lie on the table. 

Mr. NES, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, made a report upon the petition of Lathro 
Foster, accompanied by a bill for his relief; whic 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

On motion of Mr. NES, it was 


on the table. 


| Navy, be taken from the files in the Clerk’s office, and re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


only be received by general consent. 


, the Senators and Representatives from said State 


Ordered, That the Commitee on Invalid Pensions be |! 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





D. Pratt, William Irwin, Nathaniel Shiflet, and Christian 
Boorman. 

Mr. CROSS, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the case of Captain Ira Bald- 
win, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read twice and referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole House. 

Mr. TILDEN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reports upon the petitions | 
of Lewis Gordon and Richard Othoudt; which | 
were laid on the table, 


Mr. CULLOM, from the same committee, | 


made adverse reports upon the petitions of Amos 
Daniels, Thomas H. Brown, William Allen, and 
James Maines; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, made an adverse report | 
upon the petition for a public clock; which was | 
laid on the table. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the subject of additional buildings for 
the War and Navy Departments, accompanied 
by a bill for the same; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. McDOWELL, from the Committee on 
Accounts, made a report upon the petition of 
George Page for compensation for his machine 
for cutting paper envelopes; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. BURKE, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas F. Gordon, reported a joint resolution 
for subscription for Gordon’s Digest; which was | 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the resolution of the 
House of the 19th ultimo, in relation to the pur- 
chase of Russell’s planetarium; which was laid 


Mr. RUSSELL, from the Commitee on Invalid 
Pensions, made a favorable report on the petition 
of Bartholomew Maguire, and asked leave to 
offer a bill for his relief. 

Leave was granted; and the bill was read a 


second time, and made the order of the day for || 


to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUSSELL made adverse reports severally 
on the petitions of James Burr, Charles Young, | 
Alexander Jackson, Pamelia Slavin, William 
Henderson, Dennis Doyle, and William Newton; 
all of which were ordered to be printed, and laid 
upon the table. 


CODE FOR THE NAVY. 
On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, it was 


Resolved, That the letters of the Secretary of the Navy 
to the House of Representatives, of January 13, 1843, with 
the accompanying code of rules and regulations for the 





GENERALS SCOTT AND GAINES. 


Mr. M. BROWN submitted a resolution in- 
structing the Committee on Military Affairs, to | 
whom was referred the bill to divide the United | 
States into two military districts, to report to the | 


House, when they should make a report on said || 


bill, a communication received from Major Gen- | 
eral Scott on the same subject. 
The SPEAKER said that the resolution could | 


Mr. HARALSON objected. 
Mr. M. BROWN moved to suspend the rules, 
to enable bim to offer the resolution; but the mo- | 


tion was rejected. \ 


Mr. ELMER presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of the State of New Jersey, requesting 


in the Congress of the United States, to use their 
exertions to obtain, during the present session, 
an appropriation for the commencement ofa break- 
water harbor at Cape May; which were referred | 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


RHODE ISLAND AFFAIRS. 


Mr. BURKE, from the select committee to | 
which was referred a memorial from the Demo- | 
cratic members of the Legislature of Rhode Island | 





on the late transactions which have occurred in | 
that State, reported a resolution to confer the | 
power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON opposed the resolution. | 


discharged from the consideration of the petition of Jonas || He could not consent to give to four or 
| extensive power; they might send for half th, ~ 


| and such power ought not to be granted to any 


| jected to it, because he could not see anything the: 
| could grow out of it. 


| tion that the select committee be discharged from 


| he understood the matter, Rhode Island was now 





| gress to do with the matter? Were the 


"errors in the formation of the constitutions of in- 


| to send for persons and papers. 


five gen, 


tlemen composing the select committee such “ 


habitants of Rhode Island under such author, 


committee. Let the committee report to 4; 
House the names of the witnesses they desing 
to call, and the House would judge of the no, 
sity of calling them. He objected to the 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. BURKE was understood to say that Such 
powers had been given to other committees; and 
he hoped the House would not yield to the oak 
gestions of the gentleman from Tennessee, 

Mr. CAUSIN said he was a member of th, 
select committee from which this resolution can. 
but he had not been distinctly aware that ther, 
would be a meeting of the committee this mor, 
ing for any such action; he hoped, therefore, this 
would not be considered as the unanimous report 
of the select committee; and, for himself, he ob. 


Nece a 
recep. 


It proposed no action; ang 
it seemed to him, from such a consideration of the 
memorial as his opportunities had enabled him to 
make, that the original direction given to this 
memorial was inappropriate. If he understood 
it, it proposed this: that we should institute ay 
inquiry, and the House had sent it to a select 
committee—to do what? To make a report. Was 
it intended that the committee should report ip. 
terrogatories to be proposed to the President? 
Wasit intended that the committee should inquire 
into the right of the gentlemen from Rhode [s}- 
and to their seats? If there was any appropri- 
ateness in the constitution of committees, such q 
subject should have been sent to the Committee 
of Elections; and he should conclude with amo- 


the further consideration of the subject. He did 
not, in fact, know what it was proposed to do. If 


a regularly organized State in this Union, invested 
with all the capacity of a sovereign State, and she 
had been recognized as such. 

Mr. BURKE interposed, and inquired if these 
remarks were in order ? 

The SPEAKER said the resolution proposed 


Mr. BURKE assented, and inquired if the gen- 
eral question referred to the select committee 
could be discussed under such a resolution? 

The SPEAKER replied that the resolution did 
not open the whole merits of the case; it was 
simply a resolution to give the committee power 
to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. CAUSIN. Yes, sir; and I intend to con- 
clude by moving, as a substitute for the gentle- 
man’s motion, that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of this memorial, 
and that it be remitted to the House for its action. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may move 
that proposition as an amendment to the motion 
of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. CAUSIN said he would then make that 
motion; and one of the reasons which induced 
him to do so was, that he did not know wht 
right this House had to inquire into the organiza- 
tion of a State. He believed the citizens of the 
State of Rhode Island were now in the peaceable 
enjoyment of those rights which the Constitu- 
tion secured to every individual. What had Con- 
to sit as 
a high court of appeals for the investigation of 


dependent States ? Where wasthe matter to stop? 
He certainly thought it a most inappropriate and 
unconstitutional mode of consuming the time 
which ought to be devoted to the necessary busi- 
ness of the nation; producing confusion and col- 
lision between parties in that House, some of 
whom had exhibited much sens:tiveness upon 
the subject of State rigyts. He looked in vain 
among the delegated and implied powers con- 





ferred upon- Congress by the Constitution for 
_any authority to act upon such a memorial as 
this. What did it ask Congress todo? To ask 


i 


| 
‘ 


certain questions of the President; and to in- 

uire into the election of members 6f Congress 
feats the State of Rhode Island: and for what 
purpose. The House had already come to a de- 
cision upon that subject. Their request came too 
late; and it came in an improper form. It was 
not such a paper as should be addressed to that 
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House, calling for its action. Suppose the House 
vere to go into the investigation: in what would 
oy sult? Nothing—absolutely nothing. And as 
rs “de proposition to send for persons and papers, 
ort was to designate what witnesses should be 
. tfor? It would involve an expense of public 
rn and money, and be productive of no ade- 
sale advantage. He therefore moved that the 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the memorial. — 
Mr. CRANSTON said, in relation to the course 
yhich should be taken in reference to this memo- 
rial, for himself, personally, he felt but little in- 
terest. He would be glad, however, of an oppor- 
tunity to let the members of the House know a 
jittle of the true history of the position of affairs 
in Rhode Island; and if the gentleman from New 











Hampshire [Mr. Burke} had no other object in | 


yiew than merely to inform the House upon the 


subject he would be disposed to afford himevery | 


facility; but he presumed the gentleman had some 
other object. If he had not, however, he was 
repared to put him in possession of evidence 
sufficient to satisfy any living honest man that 
there was not a shadow of pretense for the noise 
which the Democratic patriots had raised respect- 
ing the uestion of allegiance of Rhode Island. 
Mr. BURKE asked if the gentleman from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Cranston] did not, when this 
memorial was presented, propose that the com- 
mittee to which it was referred should be author- 
ized to send for persons and papers? s 
Mr. CRANSTON said he did not; but coming 
upon him by surprise, as the movement of the 
gentleman from New Hampshire did, he was in- 
clined, and perhaps would, if the gentleman had 
withdrawn his motion for the previous question, 
have made that motion. He had no sort of ob- 
jection that all those men who voted for Dorr’s 
constitution should be brought forward to give 
testimony before the committee; but he could in- 
form the gentleman that many of those persons 
whose names appeared in support of that constitu- 
tion were in their graves, and had been for years; 
thatothers were beyond the sea, and had been for 
years. Where did the gentleman expect to find 
these men? Whenever the gentleman from New 
Hampshire thought proper to bring the subject 


distinctly before the House, he would, if his life | 


should be spared, bring up some truths which 


would make the gentleman and his friends pull | 


their hats over theireyes. He cared not whether 
the committee were empowered to send for per- 


sons and papers or not; he cared not what men | 


brought here, (but he supposed it was not conve- | 


or what papers were brought here. He would 
like to see the gentleman’s friend, Dorr himself, 


nient for him to come just at present, ) for all the 
testimony which Dorr could give would be against 


hiseause. They could never draw anything from | 


him except his wild theories about universal lib- 
erty, and all that sort of thing. If his frailties 
and faults, arising from his speculative theories, 
were set aside, he believed he was honest; he 
believed, too, that he was in the right track; and 
that, if the people had been patient, he would now 
have been a member of this House. 

The SPEAKER announced that the morning 
hour had expired. 


ELECTION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CLINGMAN, after some 
conversation as to the order of business, the rules 
were suspended for one hour, for the purpose of 
proceeding with the consideration of the bill to 
regulate the time for holding elections for electors 
of President and Vice President of the United 
States, 

Mr. C. being entitled to the floor upon this 
subject, proceeded to address the House in reply 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Duncan.] The gentleman (he said) had avowed 
that his speech was intended for Buncombe. He 
happened to live in Buncombe, and he felt it in- 
cumbent upon him, therefore, to make some reply 
to the gentleman; though he could assure him 
that if he intended such speeches as he had made 
for the veritable Buncombe, the people there were 
rather too hard-headed to swallow them, The 
gentleman had disclaimed going minutely into 
details, and had dealt chiefly in generuls—in whole- 
sale falsehoods.. He would not do more than 
endeavor to deal in wholesale facts. 





| 


| of the gentleman in relation to the comparative 
expenditures of Mr. Van Buren’s and the present 


Administration. . 

Mr. C. then went on to speak of proscription; 
which (he said) he was as much opposed to as 
anybody; but he denied that it had originated 
with the Whig party; it was commenced (he said) 
in the first year of General Jackson’s adminis- 
tration, and afterwards, when the Whigs came 
into power, they only followed the example set 
them bya Democratic Administration. He next 
alluded to the subject of repudiation, and charged 
that the Democratic party had, instead of de- 
nouncing it, defended the States who practiced it; 
and observed that the remarks of the gentleman 
from Ohio, on the subject of morality, came with 
a bad grace from one of a party that had sane- 
tioned repudiation. After speaking of the prin- 
ciples of the Whig party, he proceeded with a 
high eulogium on the character and services of 
Mr. Clay, attributing to him the genius of The- 
mistocles; the candor and frankness of Cato; the 
justice of Aristides; and the eloquence of Tully. 
After justifying and defending his vote against 
the rule prohibiting the reception of abolition 
petitions, he went on to speak of the approaching 
presidential election, and predicted the triumph- 
ant success of the Whig party. 

He next said the Whig party had been accused 
of an abuse of the franking privilege, by sending 
forth, under franks, electioneering documents and 
Clay minstrelsy; but did not their opponents do 
so too? He had been informed that, within the 
last few days, fifty thousand electioneering doc- 
uments had been sent forth in that way by their 
opponents; and what were they? Why, accounts 
of Mr. Clay’s duels, which were designed to in- 
fluence the people of Connecticut and other eastern 
States. The intention was to influence ‘ the land 
of steady habits;’’ for such documents, they 
thought, were not calculated to do them much 
good in the South. And this was done by the 
party of General Jackson—a man who had fought 
more duels than ever Mr. Clay did. He went on 
for some time, speaking on other kindred sub- 
jects; and when his hour was nearly exhausted, 

Mr. SCHENCK asked permission to submit 
an amendment. 

Mr. RATHBUN claimed the floor. 

Mr.SCHENCK said the gentleman from North 


Carolina had not yet yielded the floor; and the | 


gentleman from New York had, therefore, no 
right to interpose, unless he rose to a question of 
order. 


Mr. RATHBUN said he did rise to a question | 


of order; for he objected to this foisting of amend- | 


ments on pending bills, simply for the purpose 
of giving any gentleman a second hour to speak 


“to-day. 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
it 


{ 


i} 


Mr. CLINGMAN did not yield the floor; and 
the amendment was not received. He then pro- 
ceeded with his remarks to the expiration of his 
hour. ; 

Mr. HAMLIN obtained the floor; but, as the 
hour for which the rules were suspended had ex- 
pired, he could not proceed. 

Mr McKAY called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, so that the House could proceed with the 
consideration of the subject which has been under 
discussion to-day. 

The motion was negatived, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
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The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing executive communications: 

1. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting a statement showing what midship- 
men have been allowed to rate as masters’ mates, 


ersons who have been entered as landsmen, or | 
oys, &c.; which was referred to the Committee 


on Nava! Affairs. 


2. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- | 


mitting a report in relation to affixing, opposite 


the name of each person published in the Army | 


and Navy Register, the amount of his annual 


pay, and the amount of pay for rations, servants, | 


forage, &c., accompanied by two hundred and 
twenty-three copies of the Register. 
3. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 


mitting a report upon the subject of the survey | 
of the St. Louis harbor, and the amount of the | 
‘| separate estimates for the improvement of the | 
Mr. C. proceeded to controvert the statements || Mississippi, Arkansas, and Missouri rivers; | 
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which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
inerce, 


ELECTION OF ELECTQRS. 


_ Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 
order, as the election bill was now the order of 
the day. 

Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose he had indicated. 

Mr. SCHENCK, Mr. KENNEDY, of Mary- 
land, and others, called for tellers; and Messrs. 
Green and C, Jounson were appointed; and they 
reported—ayes 76, noes 58; which being less than 
two thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a postponement of the 
orders of the day until to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMMERS and others called for the yeas 
and nays, and being taken; they resulted—yeas 
99, nays 67. 

So the further consideration of the election bill 
was postponed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House then 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Dromcooue in the 
chair,) and took up for consideration the bill 
(No. 30) making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy. 

Mr. McKAY proposed some verba) alterations, 
notaffecting the substance, which were concurred 
in. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend the bill - 
by adding certain provisions; which, at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. HARALSON, were considered 
separately; the first being to cut off the allowance 
now paid to military professors. 

Mr. HARALSON said he would remark, for 
the information of the House, that the subject of 
a reduction of the expenditures of the Military 
Academy had been brought to the notice of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and was now 
under consideration. He was not authorized to 
speak in detail; but he was justified in saying 
that a proposition was before the committee, 
which would be submitted to the House, that 
would, if adopted, save thousands annually to the 
Government. A considerable saving would be 
proposed not only in regard to the expenditures 
for the professors, but for the cadets. He would 
just mention one saving it was proposed to make, 
and that was to reduce the pay of the cadets from 
sixteen to eleven dollars per month. The com- 
mittee believed that a great reduction of expendi- 
ture could be made without any injury either to 
the academy or to the cadets. It was also pro- 


| posed to reduce the expenses of this institution in 


various other ways; and he would, therefore, 
submit to the gentleman who offered the amend- 
ment that the right time to make the reduction 
he proposed, would be when the report of the 
committee came in. If the gentleman should 
then find that the committee had not gone as far 
as he thought necessary, he might move to amend 
their report. We are now appropriating money 
to keep the academy in existence, and the sub- 
ject of its reform was not properly before the 
House. Let this appropriation be made; and if 
the House should hereafter think proper to eut 
down the academy, the appropriation would not 
be used, but would be retained in the Treasury 
to apply to other objects. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was lost. 

The next amendment was a proviso that no al- 
lowance should be made to the French teacher, 
or drawing-master, for servants. This was 
adopted. 

The next was a proviso that no extra allow 
ances should be made to the cadets above their 
pay. Rejected. ; 

The next amendment was a proviso that no al 
lowance shall be made for forage, and that ne 
horses shall be kept at the academy. Rejected. 

The last amendment of Mr. H. was a provisc 
that all supernumerary second lieutenants of the 
Army, who have graduated at the Military Acad- 
emy, shall be disbanded. 

Mr. McK AY observed that the gentleman had 
better offer this amendment when the Army bil} 
came up, which would be in a few days. No 
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ieutenants. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD 
amendment. 

Mr. HALE submitted an amendment striking 
out all after the enacting clause, and submitting 
a bill repealing the laws authorizing the appoint- 
ment of cadets, and disbanding the corps. He 
offered this amendment in obedience to the in- 
structions of the Legislature of his State; and he 
must be permitted to say that no Legislature ever 
devolved on a Representative a more willing duty, 
and one more in accordance with all the convic- 
tions of his understanding, as well as his sense 
of propriety and justice. ‘The reasons which in- 
duced the Letdseus of New Hampshire to give 
such instructions were fully set forth in the pre- 
amble and resolutions he had some days since the 
honor of offering tothe House. The Legislature 
said that though this institution had been in ex- 
istence upwards of forty years, and was kept up 
atan expense of $200,000 annually, it failed to 
furnish officers for the defense of the country 
except in times of peace. 

Of their inefficiency in the Florida war he was 
fully satisfied. ‘There was a gentleman here, the 
Delegate from that Territory, [Mr. Levy,] who 


then withdrew the 


informed him that the most eflectual service in | 


that war was rendered by the citizen soldiers. 
The Legislature of New Hampshire went on to 


say that the Military Academy was not deserving | 


of further support; and their representatives in 
Congress were directed to vote for its abolish- 
ment. The Legislature of Connecticut, also, as 


well as the Legislatures of several other States, | 


had passed similar resolutions. Mr. H. then gave 


a history of the rise and progress of the Military | 


Academy; showing that it commenced from the 


small beginning of an appropriation to provide | 
four teachers for a corps of artillery and engineers. | 


It had now, he said, increased to such an extent 
that the Army, consisting of only seven thousand 
men, had officers enough for an army of one hun- 
dred thousand men, while the academy was an- 
nually furnishing forty or fifty more. Mr. H. 
contended that there was no more reason and 
justice in the Governmentedueating, gratuitously, 


young men for the military profession, than for | 
any of the civil employments of the country. It | 


was desirable that we should have learned judges 
on the supreme bench, able and skillful diploma- 
tists to represent us at foreign courts, and ac- 
ciemiiched statesmen to serve the country in 
Congress; and it would be just as proper for the 
Government to educate young men to fill these | 
stations as to educate them for the Army. 

Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF hoped neither the 
amendment nor the substitute would be adopted. 
He believed something in the character of West 
Point Academy was necessary and proper; and 
in this he believed he was sustained by high au- 
thority. 

{A message was here received from the Senate, 
accompanied by various bills passed by that 
body.] 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF resumed. It must bein 
the recollection of every member that this insti- 
tution, or a military academy of some sort, had 
been recommended by nearly all our distinguished 
citizen soldiers since the days of the Revolution. 
If he mistook not, it was recommended by the 
Father of his Country, and likewise by General 
Jackson. Our distinguished citizen soldiers, 
though formed by nature to become successful 
generals, felt the necessity of science; and there 
was one general complaint, in the earlier portion 
of our history, of the incompetency of our engi- 
neers, and the consequent necessity there was to 
employ foreign adventurers, on their coming to 
this country with professions that could only be 
tested by experience. The capture of Forts Mont- 
gomery and Clinton was, he believed, attributed 
to the unskillful manner in which they had been 
projected and constructed by foreign adventurers 
calling themselves engineers. 

There were, he knew, many prejudices exist- 
ing against West Point, which should be removed. 
It was a common impression abroad that the youth 
appointed to that institution were the sons of the 
rich and powerful and the aristocratic; but that 
was not true. There was, however, a growing 
ill will towards that insutution; and its frieuds | 
(of whieh he professed to be one) should apply 


yects. 





needful reforms, and thereby restore it to popular 
favor. He spoke of the large number of super- 
numerary second lieutenants, who were supported 
at a large annual cost, for no earthly reason, and 
said that they should be turned out to take care 


of themselves, now that the nation had fitted them | 
by education to follow any profession by which || 


they might not only live, but benefit the country 
which had done so much for them. He further 
contended that it was not necessary that all the 
officers of our Army should be scientific men; no 
great amount of service was required to teach an 
awkward squad how to ‘* shoulder arms;”’ and 
yet, by keeping up West Point Academy at its 
present state,no young men from civil life, what- 
ever might be their qualifications, could obtain a 
commission in our Army. And further, there 
could, for the same reason, be no promotions from 
the ranks; and thus, that which so cdvantageously 
gave superior efficiency to the French army, was 
not operative with us; while, if there was a re- 
publican principle, that was one. He deemed it 
only necessary that the engineers and the officers 
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part of this appropriation, he said, would be ap- 
_ to the pay of these supernumerary second | 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


and other evils of considerable magnitude, 


|! tary discipline to the volunteer citizen-soldiery of the 


of artillery should be graduates of the academy, | 


and that the other commissions should be open to | 


well qualified men from civil life, or to operate as 
a stimulus to the rank and file. 


Such reforms as | 


these would remove many existing objections to |) 
the institution, and yet secure all the benefits | 
which it was designed to produce; but to abolish , 


the institution, he could not agree, nor did he be- | 


lieve that the country would. 

Mr. DANA rose to give the reasons which 
would induce him to vote for the abolition of the 
Military Academy. He was opposed to it be- 
cause it was an aristocratic institution. 
to a few exclusive privileges which it denied to 
the many. After illustrating that position, he 
proceeded to contend that the cadets were an an- 


nual charge on the national Treasury, without | 
any equivalent, being given to the nation for all | 


that expense, and all the extra privileges which 
were conferred. He further objected to the man- 
ner of their selection. The appointment of ca- 
dets had become an appendage to the membership 


of Congress, and he objected to the bestowal of | 


these privileges and this patronage on the mem- 


bers of this House, whereby they were enabled | 


to provide for relatives or protegés. 


It gave || 


He objected to it further, on the ground of the 


| influence which such power was calculated to ex- 


ert in their legislation. Judging by the list of the 
names of cadets, they were appointed from the 
families of members of Congress. 

Mr. GIDDINGS interposed, and said that, 
four years ago, being applied to to nominate a 
cadet for his district, and having at that time a 


son of the proper age, he wrote to many of the | 


prominent men of his district to send him the 


name of a candidate; but he could not obtain one. |) cheil, asking pay for losses sustained by his father during 


Mr. DANA said the district of the gentleman 
from Ohio appeared to be peculiar in many re- 
spects. [Laughter.] He then pursued the course 
of his remarks in opposition to the Military Acad- 


emy; observing, as he proceeded, that, if any | : ‘ 
y3 5» I . ° y || J. Williams and others, for a mail route from Fayetteville 


youth were to be educated at all at the public ex- 


i! 


pense, he preferred that they should be the chil- | 


dren of the poor. But he objected to this mode 
of educating young men, because of the feelings 
which it produced among those who were its ob- 
j They deemed themselves the exclusive 
favorites of the nation, and they looked down, in 
consequence, with no little contempt on the rest 
of their fellow-citizens by whose bounty they 


were fed and taught. They also deemed them- | 


selves indispensable to the nation; and for their 


justification they had the exclusive legislation of | 
Congress in their favor; for they mightask, if they | 


were not of indispensable importance to the nation, 
why this exclusive legislation, and the conferring 
of advantages which were denied to others? But 
he would ask whether this nation received ad- 
vantages which were commensurate with the ex- 


penditures which were made for this institution? | 


He referred to its cost, as set forth in a report 
made to this House by the Secretary of War dur- 


ing the present session, and said that, since the | 


year 1815, it was upwards of four million dollars. 


In that sum was included about seven hundred | 


and ten thousand dollars for fixtures, which was 
not absolutely wasted, though they were of little 


value in any other respect than as connected with || 


this institution. The current expenses, then, of 
educating the cadets, since the year 1815, was 


| 





i} 






al March 7, 


$3,291,500; being an annual averaze of al, 

one hundred and thirty thousand dollars 5 
expense for each cadet of something like — 
thousand three hundred and seventy-three doll 
He went through other statistical Statemenn. 
showing the number of cadets educated annually’ 
the number that graduated each year, and ey 
spective proportions of the graduates that wo. 
placed in the Army,and that became a burg, 
on the nation as supernumerary second |ieyin, 
ants, without any good resulting to the country, 
He next proceeded to show the positive evils that 
arose in the Army itself from such a system, the 
jealousies, contempts, tyrannies, controversies 


‘ é rsies, 
ending in courts of inquiry and courts-m 


artial, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana offered, the follo 
amendment: 
Provided, That the sum heretofore annually expended ip 


support of the Military Academy be expended under the qi. 
rection of the Secretary of War, in teaching regu! 


Wine 
5 


ar mili. 


: Sev. 
eral States. 


On motion of Mr. HUNT, the committee ros. 


and reported progress; and the House adjourned 





The foltowing petitions, presented to-day, were handeq 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of J. W. Gray and five 
hundred and thirty-five others, citizens of Ohio, praying 
the passage of a joint resolution to terminate Great Britain's 


| occupation of Oregon; and also the passage of a bill ex. 


tending jurisdiction over that territory, similar to that which 
passed the Senate last session. 
Also, the memorial of A. T.. Whight and thirty-one others, 


| citizens of Indiana, praying the armed occupation of Ore. 


on. 
By Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF: The memoria? of sundry 


| citizens of Loraine county, Ohio, praying an appropriation 
| for the improvement of the harbor at Black river, on Lake 
| Erie. 


By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of twelve hundred 
citizens of Fulton, Oswego couaty, New York, praying for 
the reduction of the rates of postage; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of one hundred citizens of the townof 
ee Oswego county, New York, praying for the same 
object 

By Mr. JAMESON: The petition of Franeis Yeast, 
praying that a jaw may be passed permitting him to relin. 
quish to the Government a tract of land entered by him by 
mistake, and enter elsewhere, in lieu thereof, the sane 
quantity * the petition of John Page to the same effect ; and 
a petition signed by F. Weideimeyer, postmaster, and one 
hundred and eighteen others, praying that a mail route be 
established from Warsaw to Oceola, and from thence to 
Bolivar; all of which were appropriately referred. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The memorial of citizens of St. 
Louis, Missouri, praving an appropriation for removing the 
obstructions to the navigation of the western rivers; for 
the improvement of the St. Louis harbor, and for other 
purposes ; which was referred to the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union, to whom was referred the 


bill (No. 136) reported by the Committee on Commerce, 
entitled **A bill making appropriations for the improvement 
of certain rivers and harbors.”? 

By Mr. BLACKWELL: The memorial of James Mit- 


the revolutionary war ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of Elisha F. Rich- 


| ards, of the county of Onondaga, New York, praying (or 


relief. 
By Mr. JONES, of Tennessee: The petition of Thomas 


to Salem, Tennessee; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of Morris Norton and 
others, of Chautauque county, New York, praying for a re- 
duction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. St. JOHN : The petition of James Rankin, asking 
extra allowance for his services as interpreter for the Uni- 
ted States to the Wyandot [Indians in Ohio. 

By Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana: The petition of John 
Moore and others, citizens of northern Indiana, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Maumee City, Ohio, to 
White Pigeon, Michigan; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of John D. Williamson 
and twenty-seven others; the memorial of Thomas Car 
penter and one hundred and four others; the memorial of 
Abel Ray and ninety-five others; the memorial of T. L. 
Langdon and one hundred and forty others ; the memorial 
of Larken Burchfield and ninety-seven others; the me- 
morial of B. H. Criswell and one hundred and thirty. five 
others ; the memorial of E. G. Clarke and forty-eight others; 
the memorial of Moses P. Condiet and eighty-one others; 
the memorial of Elijah D. Janett and one hundred and 
forty-nine ethers; the memorial of P. C. Hammond and 
ninety-four others; the memorial of Henry Gray and one 
hundred and sixty-three others; the memorial of James 
Cross and forty-three others ; the memorial of Daniel Hunt 
and eight-two others; the memorial of D. H. Roberts and 
seventy-six others; the memorial of Robert Wood avd 
thirty others; the memorial of Henry Lovely and thirty- 


four others ; the memorial of John Baker and fifty-seven 


others; the memorial of W. Barr and one hundred and 
thirty-two others; the memorial of John M. Anderson and 
thirty-seven others; the memorial of George Fortney aud 


one hundred and twenty-two others ; all praying a grant of 


certain Jands in the Vincennes land district, Indiana, for 
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mn foe from Terre Haute, on the Wabash, to Evans- 
rie : A 

" » Ohio. 

ville, OENLEY: The petition of Leonard Barns and 


2 raying the establishment of a new post route from 
ad Barns’s residence, in Jennings county, Indi- 
Pars vvhich was referred to the Committee on the Post 
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IN SENATE. 
Frivay, March 8, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting, In compliance with a reso- 
jution of the Senate of 16th January last, inform- 
ation in relation to the appointment of acting 
midshipmen since the 4th of August, 1844; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a letter from the 
clerk of the Common Council of the city of New 


York, inclosing a memorial from that board, pray- | 


ing Congress to pass a law authorizing a survey 
of the coast and harbor of that city, with a view 
to a new location of the imprevements of the 
navy-yard there, and the erection of a dry-dock; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
upwards of one hundred inhabitants of Kentucky, 
praying Congress to pass such a law as will place 
the Oregon territory under the armed protection 
of the Government of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from sun- 
dry inhabitants of Troy, New York, praying 
Congress to grant to the State of Indiana the 
unsold lands in the Vincennes land district, for 
the purpose of completing the Wabash and Erie 
canal to the Ohio river; also, a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Indiana on the same subject; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also,a memorial from the treasurer of Indiana, | 
praying Congress to passa law ordering the clerk 
of the United States court to enter satisfaction on 
a judgment which the United States obtained 
against Indiana for duties on certain railroad iron, 
which was not laid down in the time prescribed 
by law for allowing such iron to be imported free | 
of duty, upon the payment of the costs by the 
said State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Edward Needles and others, citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, epee faly asking Congress to take meas- 
ures for so amending the Constitution and laws 
of the United States as to embrace in them the | 
substance of the provisions of the Mosaic law, | 
which are found in the 15th and 16th verses of 
the 23d chapter of Deuteronomy. 

[The following are the verses to which the me- 
morial refers: 

“15. Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant 
which is escaped from his master unto thee. 

“16. He shall dwell with thee in that place which he 


shall chuose in one of thy gates, where it liketh him best: 
thou shalt not oppress him.’’} 


On motion of Mr. KING, the question of re- 
ception on the memorial was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a memorial 
from anumber of citizens of Pennsylvania stating 
that it was most manifest that an extraordinary 
beneficial result had flowed from the trriff of 1842, 
and requesting that it may not be changed in any 
manner until ascertained from facts that such 
change would be for the better; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 
_Mr. EVANS presented a petition from James 
N. Cooper and others, citizens of Maine, asking 


foran appropriation of $10,000 for the purpose | 


of removing the obstructions in the navigation of 
the Kennebeck river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from | 
Stephen Snow for a pension; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
_Mr. ATCLIISON presented a memorial from | 
the citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, praying for | 
an appropriation for the removal of the obstruc- | 
“ons in the navigation of the western rivers, and | 
for the improvement of the St. Louis harbor, and | 
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of extending and completing the Wabash and | for other purposes; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from 
Lieutenant G. 'T. St. Clair, of the United States 


| Navy, asking for compensation for the perform- 


ance ®f duties of a higher grade; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a memorial from 
Captain N. P. Brittingham, asking indemnity for 
the seizure of his brig in the port of Vera Cruz 
by the Mexican Government, in 1826, and the 
destruction of the property on board; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreien Relations. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HANNEGAN, on leave, introduced a bill 


| to confirm to the State of Indiana certain land se- 
fected by that State to aid in the construction of 


the Wabash and Erie canal, and for other pur- 


| poses; which was read twice, and referred to the 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. BREESE gave notice that he would, on 


to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill provid- 


ing for the sale of the reserved lands in Illinois, 
Winconsin, and Iowa, supposed to contain lead 


ore. 


| J. Stone. 
| on Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. BAGBY, leave was granted 


to withdraw from the files the papers of Thomas 
They were referred to the Committee 


On motion of Mr. BATES, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of James H. Bradford fora 
pension, be taken from the files, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of certain citizens of Wash 
ington, praying for an act of incorporation for a company 


| to light the city with gas, be taken from the files, and re 


ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Mary 
Reeside, administratrix of the late will and testa- 
ment of James Reeside, deceased; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Committee 
on the Judiciary was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions of James Robert- 
son, Robert H. Bayard, and others, assignees of 


| the late Bank of the United States, chartered by 


the State of Pennsylvania, praying the repayment 
of a sum of money advanced by that bank to 
Williamson Smith, a contractor of the Govern- 
ment for the removal of the Cherokee Indians, 
and allowed by the accounting officer in the set- 
tlement of his accounts; and it was referred to || 
the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was discharged from the 
further consideration of certain documents from 
the Treasury Department, embracing contracts 
for 1843, for building light-houses, &c., and they 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, by direc- 
tion of the Committee on Commerce, certain doc- 
uments relating to expenditures for the hospital 
fund for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, 
were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Charles W. Den- 
nison, for an increase of appropriation for the 


| naval hospital fund; and the petition of citizens 
| of Maine, praying that the spirit ration in the 


it 


Navy may be discontinued, 
PORT OF ENTRY AT LAFAYETTE. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Jounson yesterday, was taken up and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Mayor and Council of the city of Lafayette, on the Sth of 
February last, herewith presented ; and a copy of the res- 
olution of the Council and municipality No. 2 of the city 
of New Orleans, passed on the 13th of January, 1842, 
herewith presented, be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; and that the said committee be instructed to in- 


| quire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry at 


| 
| 
| 
; 


the city of Lafayette. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


Several House bills were then read twice, and 
appropriately referred. 
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PUBLIC BUILDING AT TUSCALOOSA. 


On motion of Mr. KING, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the erection of a building for the accommo- 
dation of the district cour! held at Tuscaloosa, in the State 
of Alabama. 


Mr. KING presented a letter from the district 
judge there upon the subject; which was referred 
to the same committee. 


FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS, 

The bill to grant a certain quantity of land to 
aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wiscon- 
sin rivers, and to connect the same by a canal in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, came up in its order; 
the question pending being on the adoption of the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Haywoon, as an 
additional section to the bill, as follows: 

That the lands appropriated by the bill shall be taken 
by Wisconsin, in part of the five hundred thousand acres 
secuyed or pledged to said ‘Territory when it shall become 
a State, by foree of the eigiith section of the act of 4th 
September, 141, entitled “An act to appropriate the pro 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant preémp 
tion rights.”? 

‘The yeas and nays had been ordered on the 
above, 

After some remarks by Mr. TALLMADGE, 
on certain modifications proposed by him to the 
above, so as to make it conform to the language 
of the eighth section of the distribution law to 
which it.referred; and by Mr. HAYWOOD, in- 
sisting on his amendment, the following modifi- 
cation was agreed upon by those Senators, and 
adopted by the Senate: 

Be it further enacted, That the lands hereby appropri- 
ated shall be taken by Wisconsin in part of the five hundred 
thousand acres granted, or to be granted, to said Territory 
when it shall become a State, by force of the eighth section 
of the act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands, and to‘yrant preémption rights. 


Mr. HAYWOOD moved further to amend the 
bill by striking out so much as allowed the loca- 
tion of lands elsewhere than on the line of the 
proposed improvement, in the following words: 

“When the sections hereby [granted] appropriated, or 
any part thereof, shall have been sold, other vacant lands 


shall be selected in lieu thereot, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury.” 


Mr. HAYWOOD said that the Senator from 
New York |Mr. Tattmapee) would understand 
that the whole of this route consisted of two al- 
ternate sections, six hundred and forty thousand 
or six hundred and fifty thousand acres. Accord- 
ing to the report of the Commissioner of the 
Land Office there was not upon this route, one 
hundred and ten miles in length, a township, ex - 


| cept three, that was not settled upon by private 


inhabitants; and the probability was, that the 
whole of these sections worth having were now 
occupied, without having yet been entered at the 
land office. 

Congress had already given Wisconsin up- 
wards of two hundred thousand acres of land, 
which were to come out of her five hundred 
thousand, for the purpose of connecting the Mil- 
waukee and Rock rivers. These two hundred 
thousand acres were granted to that Territory to 
build acanal. He had not yet heard that the 
canal had been constructed, or that the contiguous 
lands had increased in value. This grant, already 
made, added to the three hundred and twenty-five 
thousand acres proposed to be given to Wiscon- 
sin, would make upwards of twenty thousand 
acres more than she was entitled to under the 
operation of the distribution act. Now, he was 
perfectly willing to throw in the twenty thousand 
acres for good measure, and to execute the act to 
its full extent; but nothing more. 

Mr. TALLMADGE remarked that the gentle- 
man was mistaken in regard to the quantity of 
land which had already been granted to Wiscon- 
sin. There had been one hundred and seventy- 
three thousand acres given her for the Milwaukee 
canal, and not two hundred or two hundred and 
twenty thousand, as the gentleman supposed. All 
that was asked, according to the Senator’s [Mr. 
Haywoop] own interpretation of the eighth sec- 
tion of the distribution act wag to deduct out of 
the five hundred thousand acres pledged to Wis- 
consin,the quantity which it was now proposed to 
grant. 

| The question was then put on the proposed 





Mesa 


i ee Bett ee 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


amendment; and it was rejected—yeas 15, nays 
23; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Clayton, Colquit, Fair- 


field, Fulton, Haywood, Huger, King, McDuflie, Pearce, | 


Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, and Woodbury—15. 
NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Breese, 
Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Hannegan, 


Henderson, Johnson, Jarnagin, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, | 
Morehead, Porter, Tallmadge, Upham, Walker, and Wood- | 


bridge—23. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following amend- | 


ment to the last section of the bill: 


Provided, That this act shall not take effect unti! the 
Legisiative Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin shail 
have signified its acceptance of the provisions of this act. 

Mr. A. remarked that this amendment was not 
introduced from any motive of hostility to the 
grant possessed, 
provement, 


ests of that Territory. He would willingly vote 


double the quantity of land, if necessary; but, | 


whatever was granted, he wished the Legislative 


Council of that Territory to express an accept- | 


. . . f, 
ance of the terms upon which it was granted. 


Mr. A. was proceeding to enforce the propriety of | 


his amendment by some further remarks, but 
was interrupted by 


Mr. MERRICK, who suggested the propriet 


of Jaying the bill on the table ull to-morrow, with | 


a view of going into executive session. 


Mr. ALLEN acquiesced; and the bill was laid | 


on the table. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration || 


of executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
F'ripay, March 8, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
(The Speaker has appointed Mr. Srersown a || 
member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in | 


the place of Mr. Bearpstey, resigned.) 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, by leave, reported 
a joint resolution, which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, to ex- 
tend the provisions of a joint resolution entitled 


**A joint resolution authorizing certain certifi- | 
cates of deposit to be canceled and reissued,’ | 


approved February 28, 1839. 
RHODE ISLAND MEMORIAL. 


The SPEAKER announced the first business 


in order to be a resolution offered by the gentle- 


man from New Hampshire, [Mr. Burke,} em- | as well have talked tothe old blue-stocking farm- 


powering the select committee on the memorial | 


of certain members of the Rhode Island Legisla- 
ture to send for persons and papers. 
Mr. CRANSTON being entitled to the floor, 


marks commenced yesterday. Before proceed- 


ing with the simple and brief history of the affairs | 


of Rhode Island, which he proposed giving, he 
would advert for a moment to a statement which 
he observed in the papers this morning, which | 
represented him as declaring, in the remarks 
which he made yesterday, that he believed Mr. | 
Dorr to be an honest man. He would not say | 
that this was a mistake of the reporters, for, in | 
the excitement of the moment, he may have used | 
that language; but, if so, he certainly intended it 
to have been accompanied with some qualifica- | 
tion; because he could not, at the same time, ad- 
mit that he was a man of learning and talents, 
and an honest man. What he intended to say, 
in reply to the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
was, that if Dorr were here himself to give testi- 
mony about the material facts in the case, about 
the details attending the adoption of his consti- | 
tution, his belief was that he would state the 
truth, 

He had no ambition to make a speech, because 
he believed it would not be in his power to make 
one which would be gratifying to the House. He 
would endeavor merely to lay before the House 
a true history of what was, termed the Rhode 
Island question. ‘This was his only object; and | 
though, from what he had seen since he had been | 
in that House, he could not flatter himself that 
he could command the attention of the House, 
especially that portion of it which he desired par- 
ticularly to secure—he meant the gentleman from 
New Hampshire and his Democratic friends— 
still he would indulge the hope that they would | 
give him some small degree of attention; aad he | 


.» He was favorable to the im- 
His object was to guard the inter- | 


} ledged himself, in giving an account of the trou- 
| ies in Rhode Island, that he would state nothing 
|, which he could not, of his own knowledge, state 
positively to be true. He would not deal in facts 
which he was not personally acquainted with; 
for, with the entire history of the troubles, go far 
as they had met the public eye, he was familiar, 
from the commencement to the close. So far as 
Mr. Dorr’s original projects and designs were 
| concerned, he had them from his own mouth; 
|, and he would believe what he got from his own 
| mouth, sooner than he would the declarations of 
all or any of his friends. 

This question struck him as being one of infi- 
nite moment. Itseemed to him that no question 
which had ever engaged the thoughts of man was 
more full of deep and fearful consequences, not 
only to the people of this country, but to the 
whole civilized world. And yet the question itself 
lay ina nut-shell. It was merely this: whether 
the people, at all times, and when, and where, 
and how they pleased, might change their form 
of government? It was avowed by Mr. Dorr and 
his friends that they had theright. We deny it. 

| And it was perhaps, with the view of carrying 

| out this object that Mr. Dorr, aided by worse 
Dorrmen out of Rhode Island, threw that State 
into turmoil and confusion. 

He intended to review the subject very briefly, 
for he could do it but briefly in the time allotted 

/to him. It would require six hours at least, 
| merely to detail that part of the history of their 
|| troubles, which wag most important, and in which 
every man in the country had a deep and an 
| abiding interest. 

|| He would admit, for the sake of argument, 
(what was directly the reverse of the fact,) that 


|| 


everything statec in that memorial was strictly | 


true. He would admit it to be true, and then he 
| would ask the House if the course of the gentle- 
| man from New Hampshire to remedy the troubles 
|| or supposed troubles of his friends, was the proper 
/course? What had this House to do with the 
matter? What had this Government to do with 
/it? Rhode Island was a sovereign State, not- 
withstanding it was so small that they could 
/almost span its bounds. But he maintained that 
the memorial was utterly false. 
Mr. C. went on, and gave a description of the 
| charter under which Rhode Island had been gov- 


|| 1834. 
of changing the elective franchise. You might 
ers of Rhode Island of giving away their farms, 
| as to talk to them about changing the qualifica- 
tions of voters. If this were true, (as he vouched 


|| it to be,) how stood the declaration made in the 
addressed the House in continuation of his re- || 


memorial, that they had been waiting for so long 
a time, and anxiously petitioning for a change in 
their charter? Mr. C, referred to an abortive 
attempt that had been made to extend the right 
of suffrage in the Legislature, which had the en- 
tire control of the subject. In 1824, Mr. Dorr 
and some of his friends began to talk about an 
extension of the right of suffrage, thinking it then 
a favorable opportunity to broach the subject; but 
no sort of countenance was given to it. The 
proposition received but four votes. In 1834, a 
convention was called, of which Mr. Dorr wasa 
member, and at which were present Mr. Potter, 
(the father of his colleague,) and several other of 
the ablest men of the State. When the proposi- 
tion to extend the right of suffrage was made in 
that convention, it was laughed at, both by the 
Federalists and Democrats; the Democrats, if 
anything—particularly the Jackson men—were 
more strongly opposed to it than the other party. 
Again, in 1836, at the January session of the 
General Assembly, when the Legislature was 
Democratic in both branches, the election law 
was revised—the bill for that purpose having been 
introduced by Col. Atwell himself, one of the 
memorialists. Now, if there had been any great 
desire on the part of the people to extend the elec- 
tive franchise, would not this have been a favor- 
able opportunity to do it? If the people had been 
clamorous for such a change, as the memorialists 
state, would they not have insisted dn its being 
done at that time? ‘Two years after that book of 
Dorr’s was written, the election law was revised, 
and no change attempted in the elective franchise, 
though both Dorr and Atwell were members of 
| the Legislature. 


| erned, including the qualification of voters, up to | 
No man, up to that time, had ever thought | 








No change whatever was attempted, except te 
! : eXCEDL One 
which was an amendment, introduced in s , 
extend the right of voting to the tax qualification 
He believed that a number of the signers of th 
memorial were members of the Legislature: i 
~ this proposition received but two votes a 
emocratic House of Representatives, Mr. Don 
being a member of it. Now, did this correspon) 
with the assertion that these people had bee 
waiting and beseeching the Legislature for seat 
to extend the right of suffrage? It gave him ee 
pain that there were men found in the State of 
Rhode Island whom he had seen take the oath ig 
support the Constitution, who could sign a mm. 
morial containing so many misrepresentations 
and intended for the purpose of trampling dow, 
that very Constitution. It was stated in the me. 
morial that, if the President of the United Stat 
had not interferred, the new government would 
have been established and gone into operation 
He was in the Legislature at the time when many 
of these men, if they were to be believed, wer 
very anxious to have the troubled waters Settled 
Mr. Tyler sent no troops into Rhode Island that 
he knew of; there was no rebellion or commotion 
and the people were quietly deliberating about 
changing their form of government. Mr. C. then 
went on to notice various parts of the memorial 
and denied the truth of the statements contained 
in them. 

He continued to speak on the subjects embraced 
in the Rhode Island memorial until the expiration 
of his hour. 

Mr. RATHBUN next obtained the floor, and 
said the House had referred to a special commit- 
tee, of which he was a member, a communication 
from twenty-six members of the Legislature of 
Rhode Island; and if it was oxpecnéd that they 
should make a report, he presumed the House 
would give them such authority as would enable 
them to procure all necessary information for a 
proper discharge of their duties. In committee, 
he had been unwilling to agree to the resolution 
being reported until he was satisfied that it would 
not cause much expenditure, a few witnesses only 
being requisite to give the information which the 
committee required. 

In reference to some observations made yester- 
day by one member of the committee, [{ Mr. Cav- 
sIN,] he made some reply, and observed that if 


| that gentleman had been present in the committee- 


room when their chairman was instructed to make 


| this report, he would have found a err of 
i im- 


feeling in regard to it. He next addressed 

self to the speech of the gentleman from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. Cransron,] and commented on the 
position which that gentleman assumed. He had 
asked the House to take his unsupported assev- 
erations in opposition to the statements of twenty- 
six gentlemen of the Rhode Island Legislature, 
who were, for anything that appeared to the con- 
trary, as oreo. ‘as himself; but he appre- 
hended the House would deem it necessary to 
have more than one voluntary witness before it 
agreed to brand with falsehood so large a number 
of the representatives of the people in one of the 
States of the Union. The gentleman from Rhode 
Island had talked of ‘ ruffianism”’ in that State, 
and of ** Algerines;’? but if the proposition he 
had made to this House was not a specimen of 


| “*Algerinism,’’ he apprehended it was not to be 


| by which an adverse report from the 


found in Rhode Island. When that gentleman 
asked the House to take his unsupported word, 
and on that to pronounce twenty-six gentlemen 
in Rhode Island to be liars, he must surely have 
reo? swe that he was appealing to a House of 
‘*Algerines,’’ and not to the American House of 
Representatives. 

After a few other observations, 

The SPEAKER announced the expiration 
of the morning hour; and the subject went 
over. 


CONRAD HOUSE. 


On motion of Mr. POTTER, of Chio, the 
House agreed to reconsider the vote of yesterday, 
ommittee 
of Claims, on the case of Conrad House, was laid 
on the table. Additional information having been 
furnished, the whole case was referred back to 
that committee. 


THE TARIFF. 
Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Way 
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